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BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Wolcott, Carolyn Muller Abingdon 
GOD GAVE US SEASONS $1.25 


A pleasant picture story book, religious in feeling, yet non-sectarian in 
approach, explaining the seasons and the earth. Out of doors with Mother under the 
trees little Bobbie learns that Spring is the time to plant seeds. Summer, he learns, 
brings hot days when corn grows high and tomatoes grow round and red. Fall brings — 
harvest time and finally earth gets its rest in Winter. The pictures of the small 
boy as he learns of God's plan for the seasons are fre’. and sprightly with images 
of familiar figures in the child's world, birds, trees, a summer pool, harvest bas- 
kets, a mother and father, and small children jumping in fallen leaves. Some are in 
color, brown, green and red, while others are sepia washes. The jacket is bright 
and attractive. (3/10. ) 


McCready, T.L., Jr. Farrar, Straus and Cudahy-Ariel 
INCREASE RABBIT $2.75 


* Comic chaos and family fun resulting from the domestication of a rabbit 
assumed to be male until he proved otherwise by producing prolific progeny are pic- 
tured here with the soft furriness and impish antics so special to young children. 
Increase, the rabbit, eschewed the rabbit warren and moved into the kitchen, munching 
his way through assorted hats, chairs and cookie crumbs. But nonetheless, he - or 
she- proved such a local favorite, that all the baby rabbits were sold to envious 
friends of the four Warren children. The story is set in New Hampshire. Artist 
Tasha Tudor was just the right choice for her illustrations in soft pastel are gentle 
and perfect complements to a recognizable story of bunny-fun. (3/14. LC: 57-9634) 


Kraus, Robert 3 Harper 
I, MOUSE $2 2% - Lb, &. $2.75 


* The tiny and engaging mouse-hero of this petite offering feels unloved. He 
lives in a big old house where a mother, a father and a little boy constantly set traps 
to catch him. It was most ungrateful of them, for the mouse had wakened them one morn- 
ing when they overslept; he had done his part in family song fests and even tried to 
wash the dishes. No matter -- they rejected him. Until the time the mouse single- 
handedly captured a burglar. We think children will like this story of a very tiny 
creature who becomes an economy-size hero, very much. The illustrations by Robert 
Kraus are fresh, and animated with very skilful juxtapositions of characters to con- 
note the smallness of the mouse. The layout is clean and varied. The jacket is in 
bright colors: the illustrations throughout the book are in black and white. A little 
book to read to the lap-sized child. (3/19. LC: 58-580) 


Conklin, Gladys & Latham, Barbara Holiday House 
I LIKE CATERPILLARS . $2.75 


Fourteen familiar American caterpillars are shown and named with a running 


commentary in child-like language which could be read by some second graders. The 
illustrations by Barbara Latham, in strong, sunlit colors, show various species in 
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their favorite habitats, cabbages, flowers, leaves, trees. The tone is one of admiration. 
The little introduction closes as the caterpillars are about to become moths or butter- 
flies. Natural science for the youngest listener or reader -- especially helpful for 

the child who is afraid of caterpillars. (4/15) 


Bate, Norman Scribner 
WHO BUILT THE DAM? $2.50 


* A simple, distinctive semi-fictional account of the building of a dam and the 
taming of a river, this is memorable and artful presentation textually and pictorially. 
Bravo for this imaginative and succinct expression! The repetition of the theme of the 
willful river's determination to assert itself and the vigorous pictures of the little- 
by-little steps through which it is harnessed together constitute an unforgettable and 
forceful presentation. First there is a little coffer dam, then after much inventive 
engineering a mighty dam and hydro-electric plant. Second and third graders can grasp 
the idea here. On a more advanced level, it has some of the strength of the story of 
The Little Engine That Could. Dam good. Illustrations by the author. (2/19. 1C:58-6438) 


Buff, Mary & Conrad Viking 
ELF OWL $2.75 


* In the biggest of cacti -- a saguaro tree - live two of the tiniest of birds, 
Elf Owls. From their home in a hole in the cactus, they see the daily and seasonal life 
of the desert -- the desert lion, the road runner, lizards, wood rats and jack rabbits. 
The desert water hole dries up as spring becomes summer. The soft fawns and proud rams 
begin to worry. Will rain never fall? But clouds form and the reader feels with the 
small creatures the great relief as the water hole fills, and the elf owls' home, the 
cactus, swells in absorbing moisture. Though the sketches are all in conte crayon, the 
work is so skillful that many colors are suggested. One envisions many hues in their 
depiction of the plants which blossom in the thirsty desert. A beautiful book, conveying 
an idea of the many kinds of life supported there. Junior Literary Guild. (3/7) 


Ets, Marie Hall Viking 
COW'S PARTY Cloth; $2.50 


A barnyard birthday tale tells of the cow's party. Bluejay issued the invita- 
tions to the party. But he didn't tell horse, pig, goat, lamb, mouse, duck and hen that 
only grass would be served. Bluejay secretly thought all the guests would leave after 
the games. But he was wrong, for far into the night lamb and goat and horse munched grass 
in the pasture with cow. Pastoral sketches in pastel colors celebrate the cow's happy 
birthday party. Because birthday parties are such events to children we think they will 
take to this whimsical treatment which combines two familiar and cherished phenomena - 
birthdays and animals. It is also a good complement to farm study in primary grade. 
Firmly stitched. (3/7) 


Yashima, Taro Viking 
UMBRELLA Cloth; $2.50 


* Momo longed to carry the blue umbrella and wear the bright red rubber boots 
she had been given on her third birthday. But day after day Indian summer continued. 
Momo tried to tell mother she needed to carry the umbrella to nursery school because the 
sunshine bothered her eyes. But Mother didn't let her use the umbrella then or when she 
said the wind bothered her. At last, though, rain fell on the city pavements and Momo 
carried her umbrella and wore her red boots to school. One feels the urgency of Momo's 
wish. The pictures are full of the city's moods and the child's joy in a rainy day. 
Junior Literary Guild. (3/7) 
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Bendick, Jeanne Franklin Watts 
THE BLONK FROM BENEATH THE SEA $2.50 ~ 


The International Geophysical Year is making its impression -- even subtly 
in picture story books. The Pelican is a marine exploratory ship. Little Peter Poke- 
berry, nephew of the captain, strikes up a friendship with the sensational creature 
caught by the crew -- a Blonkomyropus marina (Blonk, for short). Peter supplies the 
Blonk with hot dogs. But ashore when Professor Pokeberry displays the Blonk at the 
Institute, Peter sympathizes with the captive, a sort of fishy seal, and arranges for 
his escape with a dishpan suspended from balloons. At the last moment though the 
Blonk capsizes his aircraft in mid-flight and returns peacefully to the Oceanarium 
where he can study all the people who come to see him. On the strength of broad cur- 
rent interest in exploration of the cosmos, this slight fantasy with two-color illus- 
trations by the author, may catch on. (3/77. LC: 58-6909) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Krauss, Ruth Harper 
SOMEBODY ELSE'S NUT TREE Paper over Board; $2.00 ) 
And Other Tales From Children Lib. Ed.; $2.75 ( 


On the shaky foundations of words said by children Ruth Krauss has evolved 
inconsequential flights of fancy. They are not stories, nor are they verses. They are 
passages which wander -- about a little girl turned into a queen by a good fairy, about 
a boy who flies in a little ship, breaks his leg and is taken to the hospital -- all in 
language somewhat like Gertrude Stein. An attempt to be childlike achieves inanity. 
Maurice Sendak's illustrations are unsatisfying -- not at all up to his delightful 
Little Bear. Side sewn and reinforced. (4/2.) 


Kuskin, Karla Harper 
IN THE MIDDLE OF THE TREES A. 50. $3.25 


Like Roar and More, this is a collection of verses written and illustrated 
by Karla Kuskin. Kittens, balloons, snowmen and dragons, Spring and children are the 
subjects of her small chants. Though the poems themselves are not of the stature of 
Rachel Field or of R.L.S., the rhymes are definite and recognizable and some of the 
imagery is inventive and amusing. This is a good conditioner toward sound similarities 
and as such a good building block toward phonics. (4/16. LC: 58-5291) 


Angelo, Valenti Viking 
THE ACORN TREE Cloth; $2.50 


* Bluejay was bitter. He regarded the giant oak tree with all its acorns as 
his own. And he took a belligerent attitude toward the squirrels, chipmunks and other 
bluejays who helped themselves. He tried several hiding places - a roof gutter which 
a squirrel promptly discovered, a hole in a telephone pole which a woodpecker soon 
found, an old washing machine which the chipmunks spied and finally a hole right in 
his own tree. Then Bluejay plucked acorn after acorn and dropped them into the hole 
expecting it to be full. After a day's work he felt very secure until he looked down 
and discovered that all the acorns had fallen to earth through a split in the trunk 
of the oak where all the animals were feasting. But Bluejay recovered his composure 
when he looked about him and discovered that there were enough acorns on the tree to 
provide many feasts in the future for him. The strikingly patterned full page pictures 
of oak, acorns, leaves and birds are richly rustic and bold enough to be seen at a 
distance in the story circle. The story itself captures the belligerence of the blue- 
jay and should be a perfect complement to the primary bird study. Firmly stitched. (3/7) 


Gay, Zhenya | Viking 
BITS AND PIECES Cloth; $2.50 


Bumpy verses illustrated with mediocre black and white pencil sketches take 
an uninspired look at animals and children. There are untitled couplets and poems about 
camels, rabbits, polar bears, tigers, noises and fish. The meter is uneven and the 
drawings are not well scaled to the page layouts. Firmly stitched. Banal. (3/7) 
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Potter, Jeffrey Viking 
ROBIN IS A BEAR $2.50 


* Mr. Potter was left in charge of his daughter Gayle, who was sick in bed with 
a cold when his wife went to a Teachers' Conference. And although she had not speci- 
fically forbidden him to take Gayle skating at Peters Pond, to be on the safe side he 
made Gayle promise not to tell. And that was his undoing. For Mr. Potter was an indul- 
gent father and a doting husband. At Peters Pond, gregarious Gayle met Robin, a 
gregarious bear, who skated backwards (better than Mr. Potter). From then on the ines- 
capable bear showed up everywhere -- always at the wrong time, at home in the maid's 
uniform, at the movies wearing Gayle's beret, and most often of all in the back seat of 


the family jeep. The distraught father cannot explain the bear to his wife nor cope with 


Gayle's fixation on Robin. As the police Chief comes to investigate rumors that there 
is a "b'ar -- h'ar", Mr. Potter weakly refutes the idea while Robin, in the driveway, 
turns on the chief's police car siren and flashing lights. This air-borne fantasy of a 
befuddled father is effortlessly comical, perfect to read aloud or for children to read 
independently. There is a bizarre inevitability to the ending as Mr. Potter spikes the 
bear's honey to hasten hibernation. It's gaily, giddily gratifying and easy to read. 


(3/17) 
EASY READING 


Buck, Margaret Waring Abingdon 
PETS FROM THE POND $3.00 


* Turtles, tadpoles, fish, insects and plants that thrive in ponds and how to 


sustain them in home aquariums are covered competently in a highly attractive presentation 
by Margaret Waring Buck, whose earlier elementary science books were Jn Woods and Fields, 


In Yards and Gardens, and In Ponds and Streams. She guides the uninitiated into how to 
find, how to catch, how to carry and what to feed most freshwater creatures, fish, clams 


and snails. This has a striking jacket in turquoise, white and black and many illustrations 


in black and white by the author. (3/10) 


De Jong, Meindert Harper 
ALONG CAME A DOG $2.50 


The strange big black dog arrived at the farm at an inopportune time for the 
farmer's flock of hens had been destroyed by a pack of dogs. Only the little red hen, 
remained. And she was in pretty bad shape, having lost her toes from frost. So the 
farmer took the dog far away and left him. But the dog had decided the farm was home. 
He found his way back and hid near by, looking after the little red hen as she made her 


nest in a secret place. And when her chicks were hatched it was the black dog who led the 


procession back to the farm and saved her life from the swooping hawk. Then the farmer 


knew they all belonged together. Illustrations are by Maurice Sendak. It's a long story 


for a little action. (4/2. LC:57-9265) 


Kay, Helen Hastings House 
LINCOLN A BIG MAN $2.75 


A close-up view of Lincoln, the man, somewhat sentimental, gives a very human 
view of a great person. The sympathetic black and white drawings by Arthur Rolonsky 
portray the railsplitter as the country spilled into the West and the gangly Illinois 
lawyer battled with Douglas over slavery vs. free states. This is an amiable compilation 
of small stories and human interest episodes which bring the man and the president into 
close focus for hero worship. Layout, illustrations and- text are a harmonious synthesis 
perpetuating a legend, clarifying a crisis. (3/17. 1C:58-6292) 
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Easy Read:ng- continued 





Bonner, Mary Graham Lantern 
TWO WAY PITCHER $2.75 


The Turtles were determined to be at the top of the Lake League at summer's 
end. And the effort proved good training ground for many of its members. Firebail 
proved he was a two way pitcher only when he had to after Fred, his alter ego on the 
team, sprained a wrist in the crucial game. And Jim Peacock learned that humility was 
part of being a champion. This is a fairly slow-moving baseball story in easy reading 
terms which may, despite its shortcomings, prove a boon to slow readers. TIilustrated 
with competent black and white vignettes by Victor Prezio. (3/12. LC: 58-5873) 


Cook, Olive Rambo Longmans, Green 
COON HOLLER $2.75 


Coon Holler seemed to Jo Ann Brice and her brother Kenny like the end of the 
world, although it was just a hundred miles away from their mother and father in Kansas 
City. At summer's end, their parents wrote that the children would have to remain in 
Coon Holler with Grandfather and Grandmother until a house could be located in the 
city. Reluctantly the children started the school year at the ramshackle one room 
school house which had been closed for years. Soon they were caught up in a round of 
iccal affairs trying to raise money to improve the school. There was e box supper 
where Jo Ann learned that the two Hungarian refugee children, Joszef and Mariska, had 
unsuspected talents. Before Christmas came the Brice children so loved their “hill- 
billy" friends in northern Missouri that they persuaded their father to take a posi- 
tion in the area. They renovate the old rock house which had been unoccupied and at 
the year's end, when their school is to be auctioned off, they arrange to have it made 
into a community center. A brief, easy-reading story of transition and adjustment to 
strangers and “foreigners”, this is of chiefly regional interest. Illustrated by 
Kathleen Voute. (3/5. LC: 58-5974) 


King, Clive | Macmillan 
$2.00 
HAMID OF ALEPPO Lib. Ed.; $2.50 


- « e had no idea what sort of creature he was. The camel told him he was 
a desert rat; the tortoise called him a fat cat without a tail. He was busy digging 
new tunnels in his home in the side of a hill where he unearthed many Things. When 
Hamid left his tunnel home he brought with him many of the Things he had found there. 
After many travels and encounters with other wayfarers, Hamid digs another tunnel which 
brings him to the surface in the office of the Director of a Museum, who explained to 
Hamid that he was a Syrian Golden Hamster and that his Things were Relics of Antiquity. 
The finale of the story is effective as Hamid donates his Things to the Museum and is 
rewarded. Illustrations are bold black and white drawings by Giovannetti. (3/4. ) 


Johnson, Margaret S. Morrow 
SILVER DAWN $2.50 


An amiable, easy reading horse story, suitable for remedial reading purposes, 
this is the story of the friendship, separation and reunion of Julia and her father's 
thoroughbred, Silver Dawn. The little girl rode the mare in the nationai show at 
Madison Square Garden, and sadly parted with her when she was sold to a man who prom- 
ised to show her as a jumper. But Julia and her father did not know that Silver Dawn 
was to be ridden in a circus. When the horse was clawed by a leopard, she became so 
fearful that her new owner sold her to a farmer. Julia learns of the horse's fate, 
and when the mare carries Julia to safety in a fire, her father brings the child and 
the horse together again for keeps. The illustrations and the reading level should 
make this attractive to slow readers for the pictures are appealing black and whites 
and the text is in large type. (4/16. LC: 58-5141) 












136 (J-38) Easy Reading- continued February 15, 1958 


Mulcahey, Lucille Nelson 
MAGIC FINGERS $2.75 


Natachee's grandmother, the Old One, had had the greatest skill in their pueblo ® 
village as a potter. But now grandmother was blind. Perhaps Natachee could find and 
bring clay. But jealous Lupe, who wished to sell her own pottery, followed the child to 
try to claim her clay diggings. When Natachee found a way to elude Lupe, she was accused 
of witchcraft. But Natachee and the Old One together refute Lupe's charges, sell their 
pottery and discover that Lupe was the thief of the ceremonial silver cane which had been 
a tribal relic since the day when Abraham Lincoln had given it to their leader. A pueblo 
story in which the motivations of the characters are not particularly credible. TIllus- 
trated by Don Lambo. (3/3 LC:58-6118) 


Forbus, Ina L.B. Viking 
THE SECRET CIRCLE $2.50 





Neelie is a nine year old girl who lives with Aunt Jiminy and Grandfather in 
Crickety Creek. A letter from Great-Aunt Amanda brings Neelie a five dollar gold piece 
which disappears. Neelie is consoled by her talking animal friends, Louisa, a hen, and 
Minty, a squirrel. But when the gold piece is returned to her, Neelie contributes it 
to a local peddler who needs a new wagon. Christmas brings fulfillment of an ancient 
legend and a surprise visit from Great-Aunt Amanda. This is sometimes saccharine, some- 
times dull. (3/24.) 


Hallowell, Priscilla Viking 
HECTOR GOES FISHING $2.50 





Seven year old Hector was a pacifist. He baited his fish hook with bread 
crumbs, for he didn't really want to catch the fish who approached. The fish was very 
surprised. So were the ducks who were sure Hector wanted to shoot them. And the rat 
couldn't believe that Hector had no designs on him. When a band of bullies appeared on » 
the scene, Hector tried to defend his river friends, but he was overpowered by the pre- 
datory boys. But Hector's little protegees came to his defense -- the Emergency Duck 
River Guard and the Reptile River Police. A fantasy of aggression and pacifism with 
animal personifications. A mild little story, this is illustrated by Don Freeman, in 





black and white -- but the sample illustrations we have seen do not measure up to his de- 
lightful Fly High, Fly Low. (4/2) 
Ivens, Dorothy Viking 
THE UPSIDE-DOWN BOY Cloth; $2.00 


- « « was invisible to everybody except John. And he proved a handy companion. 
Together they went blueberry picking and fishing and walking in the woods. With the heip 
of the upside-down-boy who walked on ceilings and the underside of branches John astounded 
everybody -- particularly when he was able to land a huge bass. The author has illus- 
trated this uninspired adventure with black, white and green line drawings of no particular 
distinction. (3/7) 


Liers, Emil Viking 
A BEAVER'S STORY $3.00 


The close-knit family life of the beaver is shown in this account of the lives 
of three year old mother beaver Akella and Haloka, the male beaver who becomes her mate 
in Wisconsin. Akella is well cared for by her mate as are the beaver kits she had when 
she met him. When Akella presents Haloka with his own kits he proves a good father to 
both broods. Their happy family life is inadvertently interrupted by Harry, the conser- 
vation warden, who separates the family. But when he realizes that they were all one & 
family he regrets his mistake and the little beaver family is reunited. Though this 
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presents the dangers and skills of beaver life, it moves slowly. The author has drawn 
on actual beavers he has known, but there is not the immediacy to the telling which 
stamps the outstanding nature writer. Ray Shirin's black and white illustrations add 
immeasurably to the stature of the book as a whole. They are superb. (3/24.) 


Oldrin, John Viking 
CHIPMUNK TERRACE $2.50 


Ria is a chipmunk matron who gradually learns to trust Flower, the little 
girl who provides melon rind for Ria and her babies. Shadow, Flower's cat, teases 
and chases the chipmunk family, but it is a hawk which really jeopardizes Ria's life. 
The text takes the reader into the little tunnels where Ria makes a home with her 
mate and ends with winter hibernation. The text is rather dull, but the illustrations 
by Kurt Wiese are beautiful interpretations in black and white. (3/2. ) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 
Clewes, Dorothy Coward-McCann 
THE MYSTERY OF THE JADE GREEN CADILLAC $2.50 


* A cloak and dagger chase set in Austria, this is a thriller in a new setting. 
Peter and Bobbie Hadley were thrilled to be allowed to accompany their sister Eileen 
when she accepts an invitation to study in Vienna. Charles Grant, curator of a museum, 
is to escort them. But they have hardly left England when trouble starts. A news- 
paper report states that Dr. Barova, a Hungarian scientist, has fled to Austria with 
his wife and son -- and the picture published indicates the boy is a double for 
Bobbie Hadley. Bobby is kidnapped in a case of mistaken identity -- and the pursuit 
of his captors brings Peter into a circus where the Barova boy and Bobbie are hidden. 
Brisk bravado here, well written. (4/4. LC: 58-7002) : 


Tracy, Edward B. Dodd, Mead 
SONS OF THE WILDERNESS $3.00 


Sandy and Peter set off into the Canadian wilderness to visit Sandy's uncle 
who operated a trading post. Em route they rescue French Charlie who has been attack- 
ed and robbed by desperado Trampis, wanted by the Mounties for fur and other thefts. 
The persistence of the boys plus his own carlessness in starting a forest fire brings 
Trampis to justice and the boys a substantial reward. Familiar material narrated 
with little conviction. (4/7. LC: 58-6225) 


Ashworth, Mae Hurley Friendship Press 
Paper; $1.50 
TEN PAIRS OF SHOES Cloth; $2.95 


This synthesis of short stories and geography places fictional boys and girls 
in Alaska, Canada, Labrador, Hawaii, Cuba, Haiti, Puerto Rico, Trinidad, Mexico and 
the United States with results that make for less than compelling reading. The idea 
has been done many times before, sugar coating the moral of world friendship. As an 
art form its results are neither fish nor fowl nor good red herring... for as fiction 
it's dull and as geography it's inadequate. Black and white drawings are by Brenton 
Turkell. (3/2) 


We Were There Books Grosset & Dunlap 
3/17 $1.95 


Miers, Earl Schenck - WE WERE THERE WHEN WASHINGTON WON AT YORKTOWN- In the 
pattern of earlier books of this series, great events here depend on the wits of youth- 
ful heroes. Fifteen year old Jed Barnes lived near Williamsburg, Va. Cornwallis and 
his redcoats were in the area. Jed became a guide for the Pennsylvania patriots, then 
won attention from Mad Anthony Wayne for his part in capturing British pickets. Posted 
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as spy in the pose of a dim-witted stable boy, Jed stumbles on important information 
and delivers his message to General Lafayette. Dispatched with a letter to Washington 
at Dobb's Ferry, Jed participates in the battle of Green Springs, then is intercepted by ee 
Redcoats. He is sheltered in a haystack by Nell Runyon and successfully completes his 
mission. When Washington sends a verbal message to Virginia Jed brings Nell, an orphan, 
back to live with his family and they witness the defeat of Cornwallis. This method of 
presentation of history is inevitably distorted, for the fate of history seems to rest 
on fictional characters. The level of narration is sometimes sluggish, sometimes confu- 
sing. The type is large and the illustrations by Herman B. Vestal are noteworthy. His 
draughtmanship and use of authentic detail in costumes and background add greatly to a 
rather weak text. (LC:58-5701) 





Coufins, Margaret - WE WERE THERE AT THE BATTLE OF THE ALAMO- Twelve year old 
Bill Campbell ran away from home in Nacogdoches, Texas, to join his older brother, Buck, 
in Bexar with Davy Crockett's Volunteers. The brothers are reunited and Buck dies at 
the final breakthrough of Santa Anna's forces at the Alamo. Bill has been left to guard 
women and children in the chapel. But Bill has his chance at retaliation when he serves 
with General Houston at the final defeat of Santa Anna. This is an easy reading spec- 
tator view of the Battle of the Alamo told fairly simply but with no distinction. 
Illustrated with rather shadowy black and white drawings by Nicholas Eggenhofer. (LC:58- 


5702 ) 


Gendron, Val Longmans, Green 
BEHIND THE ZUNI MASKS $3.00 


To Charlie Nickerson, fresh from the salt air and colonial architecture of Cape 
Cod, the arid dustiness of La Junta, Colorado, seemed unpromising. . . until he met Buck, 
the local scoutmaster, and explored the history, legends and dances of the local Zuni 
Indians as part of his scout work. Charlie's participation helped Danny Maguire, a farm ae 
boy who needed to be able to swim to earn a scout badge. Charlie arranged for the boys to 
add enough salt to the local pool so that Danny couldn't sink. And after the troop tours 
doing Zuni dances, Charlie learns just how real the Zuni gods are to the local tribe. This 
is a competent story whose appeal will be chiefly confined to scouts in the Southwest. 


(3/5. LC:58-8331) | 


van der Loeff, A. Rutgers Morrow 
AVALANCHE! $2.95 





** This is a sweeping story which mounts in dread and absorbs the reader completely. 
It won great critical acclaim when it was first published in Holland in 1955. Artful 
contrasts buttress the dramatic strength of the tale. In the Alpine village of sturdy 
farmhouses at Urteli lived Werner Altshank, son of the school master. Dread mounted daily 
as snow fell steadily, unceasingly. Finally broadcasts warned of avalanches. Werner and 
his father ventured above the village to rescue a group from Pestalozzi Village, a com- 
munity of orphans, where Werner saved the live of Paolo, an Italian boy. And that night, 
when they seemed to be safe at home, it happened. Urteli was buried beneath an avalanche. 
Though Werner was rescued, his father and mother were presumed lost. Evacuation by train 
brought further hazards. En route to Brachen there are further avalanches. There Werner 
learns that his own parents have been rescued, but his elation flags when Klaus, a refugee 
from another hamlet, Velgretto, tells of the avalanche which buried his home. Werner, 
Klaus and Paolo set forth to try to dig out Klaus' father, mother and sister, Marie. Marie 
is saved but the boy's mother and father are dead. With Werner the reader fears and hopes 
and searches -- and listens to the echo of an avalanche along the length of a valley. With 
him, one feels dwarfed by the mountains and the dropping white death which shrouds the 
villagers. One of the season's best. The illustrations are representional black and white 
drawings by Gustav Schrotter. (4/16. LC:58-5253) 
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McClintock, Theodore Abelard-Schuman 
ANIMAL CLOSE-UPS $3.00 
e Here is a photographic trip to the zoo to study the camel, the giant anteater, 


crocodilians, lions, yaks and orangutans. The text gives background on the habitats, 
vemperaments and enemies of these and other animals, the elephant, the giraffe and the 
black bear. It would be of especial interest prior to or after a trip to the zoo. 
Junior Literary Guild. (3/28. ) 


Signature Books Grosset & Dunlap 
3/10 $1.95 


Howard, Joan - THE STORY OF ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON - The author has been 
selective in this relatively brief biography of R.L.S., including the episodes in his 
childhood and later life most likely to interest youngsters. A spirited, if sickly 
boy, he knew that the lighthouse engineering, which was a family tradition, could never 
satisfy his imaginative nature. In telling of Stevenson's travels in Switzerland, 
the United States and the Pacific, and his residence until his death at Samoa, the 
author points out characters and incidents which figured in Stevenson's writings - 
how he wrote Treasure Island for his stepson, Lloyd, and patterned John Silver after 
the appearance of the poet Henley. Stevenson's family were hostile to his marriage 
to the older Mrs. Osbourne. The defensive stand which Stevenson took to defend Father 
Damien of the leper colony is not included. The biography's chief strength is in 

showing the relationship between the real people who surrounded Stevenson and their 

effect on his imagination. Those children who come to this biography after reading 

Stevenson's works should find it satisfying, and those who have not encountered them 
should find this impetus toward major book experiences -- A Child's Garden of Verses, 
Treasure Island and Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Illustrated with evocative black and 
white drawings by Jo Polseno. (LC: 58-5704) 


Signature Books | Grosset & Dunlap 
4/14 $1.95 


Webb, Robert N. -- THE STORY OF DAN BEARD ~- The boyhood years of the founder 
of the Boy Scouts in America come front and center in a series of escapades, pranks 
and practical jokes. Throughout his boyhood in Cincinnati as the Civil War approached 
and was fought, Dan Beard proved an irrepressible prankster, hoaxing his neighbors 
with tracks to indicate a giant had been walking in the mud near a local mill, spoof- 
ing the immigrant German woman as she tried to learn English so that her vocabulary 

was entirely confused. Often his adventures drew others to follow him. Perhaps it 

. was memories of the freedom of his boyhood which prompted his participation in the 

| Boy Scout movement. Certainly Boy Scouts will enjoy this portrait and many other 
youngsters eager to know of boyhood in this country long ago. Relatively easy read-. 
ing, illustrated with vignettes in black and white by Everett Raymond Kinstler. 


(LC: 58-5703) 


Olds, Elizabeth Houghton, Mifflin 
DEEP TREASURE $3.00 


. Earth's. deep treasure, petroleum, lies buried. Man must probe for it with 
drills and derricks. Elizabeth Olds explains simply, letting pictures do much of the 
talking, how George Bissel, a young New York lawyer, adapted the derricks used in 
salt-well drilling to bring to the surface the oil which he suspected lay on his land 
in Titusville, Pennsylvania. His conviction brought an oil bonanza to the town. At 
1020 feet, in 1901,the Hammil brothers struck a geyser which gushed forth a hundred 
thousand barrels of oil a day before it was harnessed -- bringing to Beaumont a new 
- population. Between porous and non-porous layers of rock are trapped this vital 
2 ' resource - oil. This compact and superbly illustrated book focusses on the why of 
oil and how man procures it. There is cursory treatment of distribution and consump- 
tion. Text is large and language is terse. Excellent complement to social studies 
units on natural resources. The gay colors and boldly patterned diagrams are under- 
standable, artistic and twentieth-century. (4/1. LC: 57-9016) 
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Long, Laura Longmans, Green 
DE LESSEPS BUILDER OF SUEZ $2.75 é 











Ferdinand De Lesseps entered the diplomatic service of France in the family 
tradition. Foreseeing the day when a canal between the Red Sea and the Mediterranean 
would be an actuality, he took especial care to cement relationships with the family of 
Mehemet Ali, viceroy of Egypt, whose ten year old son, Said,was overweight. De Lesseps 
taught the boy horse back riding with salutary effect. He was posted later in Spain and 
Rome, where his wife Agathe died of fever. At 40 spurious charges were made against him 
which prejudiced his future in the diplomatic service, so he resigned to manage his 
mother-in-law's farm. At that point young Said became viceroy of Egypt and De Lesseps 
broached again the idea of the canal which had long ago been advocated by Lapere, 
Napoleon's engineer. Through the long harangues between European and mid-Eastern powers, 
De Lesseps and Said maintained their friendship and mutual respect though Said did not 
live through the completion of the Suez Canal. The difficulties of construction are not 
dealt with to any extent. Worthwhile background material. Illustrated by Clotilde Embree 
Funk. (4/9. LC:58-7328) 


Hoehling, Mary Messner 
THADDEUS LOVE: America’s One-Man Air Corps $2.95 


















A relatively minor figure in the overall picture of America's air-borne progress, 
Thaddeus Love believed in the successful future of the aerostat and successfully navigated 
aloft to the bewilderment of a sceptical public. This is the record of his theories put 
to the test, with the building of the City of New York. Love's efforts were interrupted 
by the Civil War and enriched by the marriage to a French girl, Leontine. Many leading 
scientists of the time concurred in his opinion that balloon flights across the Atlantic 
were possible in three days, though Love did not succeed. (4/2? 1C:58-7260) 


Mason, George F. Morrow 
ANIMAL TAILS $2.50 
- « « serve as aids in navigation, communication and courtship. Mr. Mason 


gives specific examples of animal appendages and their uses in his latest elementary 
natural history book. To the woodpecker his tail feathers are support as he strikes his 
beak and clings to a tree. To the kangaroo his tail is a lever to help him jump. In many 
bird species tail feathers act as air brakes for landing. Dogs with bushy tails use them 
to cover their noses in the cold weather while crocodiles can knock land animals into the 
water where they are helpless. Classrooms and libraries will find this explanatory book 
with illustrations by the author up to his earlier standard. (4/16. LC:58-5115) 


Neal, Harry Edward Messner 
THE TELESCOPE $3.50 


This scans at long distance the history of astronomy and noeuee to close range 
the personalities of the pathfinders, scientists, astronomers and cranks who chart and 
probe the cosmos. A lively stylist, Harry Edward Neal brings human interest to his 
subject and cites supply sources for the amateur observer. There is an extensive biblio- 
graphy and a rich guide to the locations of telescopes across the country. This focusses 
chiefly on the stories of the giant lenses, their makers and their manufacture. Non- 
technical and very readable. (4/? LC:58-6020) 


Wallace, Willard M. Nelson 
FRIEND WILLIAM $2.75 


This is a simpler, more direct narration of the formative years of William 
Penn's life than this season's other Penn biography by Catherine Peare which was an adapt- / 3 
ation of her earlier adult book. But the later years, in America, are given only cursory 
treatment. And to young American readers events in this country are probably of more 
interest. Willard Wallace makes very clear the boyhood years when William's father, 













+ 
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Admiral Penn, antagonized Oliver Cromwell by offering to sell out to Charles Stuart. 
Admiral Penn was in effect exiled in Ireland in 1656 and it was there that William's 
religious sympathies for the English Quakers were aroused. Father and son argued 
bitterly but William took the non-conformist view then and later at Oxford where his 
attitudes caused his expulsion. After Cromwell's death Admiral Penn returned to 
England and to favor. Quaker persecutions disturbed William but he took advantage 
of the debt which Charles II owed his father to procure land in America to found the 
settlement which bears his name. Narration of these events is succinct and cogent 
and the length of the biography is suitable for juvenile readers and at a reading 
level which will enable more youngsters to grasp the essentials than the more com- 
prehensive and scholarly Peare biography. (3/21. LC: 58-6115) 


First Books Series ! Franklin Watts 
4/22 | $1.95 


Markun, Patricia Maloney - THE FIRST BOOK OF THE PANAMA CANAL- This potent 
introduction extracts the essential and interesting facts of engineering, history, 
geography and shipping to give fifth and sixth grade readers some understanding of 
the construction and importance of the Panama Canal. Fifty two million gallons of 
water must be released to take a ship all the way through the Canal. Finished in 
1914, after a series of abortive efforts, the Canal employs 10,000 Panamanians and 
3500 U.S. Citizens, many of them children or grandchildren of the original builders. 
Today measurements of aircraft carriers and battleships are dictated by the lock 
measurements of the Canal with its concrete walls standing 110 feet apart. Defense 
needs may cause the building of a broader channel which will divert some of the ship- 
ping now passing through the Canal to serve 72 trade routes. Outstanding. TIllustra- 
ted by Lili Rethi. (LC:58-5814) 


First Books Series Franklin Watts 
3/17 $1.95 


Sevrey. O. Irene- THE FIRST BOOK OF THE EARTH- Ignore the first book title 
connotation and accept this as a scholarly presentation of the origin and geology of 
our planet and it is very worth while. Boys and girls in fourth, fifth and sixth 
grade will learn about the earth's atmosphere, the causes of volcanos, geysers, rock 
and mountain formation from a text which is not easy reading and from pictures which 
are instructive. The text is clear for upper elementary children and the layout and 
diagrams are strikingly informative. Illustrated by Mildred Waltrip. (LC: 58-5166) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Kjelgaard, Jim Dodd, Mead 
THE LAND IS BRIGHT $3.00 


* Kjelgaard as usual spins an inescapable web holding the reader fast from 
his opening paragraph to the end of the tale. Here is a Civil War story in which 
characters dominate the conflict. There is Ling Stewart, the illiterate woodsman 
who had protected Ann Pollard, a sheltered gracious Virginia girl, after a Cherokee 
raid killed her mother and brother and left her father mindless in the handsome old 
Pollard homestead. Ann married Ling in grateful devotion and when his rebellious 
nature brought him to trial before Judge Colin Campbell she meets the man whose 
sympathies and education attract her more than she wishes. Colin's engagement to 
a flighty belle terminates when he tries to buy the Pollard place. Before he leaves 
for war, Colin faces the fact that he loves Ann. After Ling's death in battle Colin 
returns to Ann and a bright future. A spellbinder, this is a fine period piece, 
with a fascinating cast of Virginians, frontiersmen, and planters, secessionists and 
soldiers, all vitally affected by whether the Union would stand. (4/7. LC:58-828)) 
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Halacy, D.S., Jr. Macmillan 
WHALE SPOTTERS $3.00 
Dave discovered when he took a job to prove the versatility of helicopters in ~. 
whaling that the dangers and death cited in Moby Dick can still prevail. The skeptical 


captain and mate of the 30,000 ton Southern Queen doubted the efficiency of the helicopter 
J-5 in spotting operations, for the year before aircraft had proved a fiasco in recon- 
naissance. But mechanic Dave and pilot Pete Sanders nearly lost their lives to prove 
otherwise. The story mounts in drama as Dave and Pete are lost in an Antarctic gale with 
their lives hanging on the effectiveness of a makeshift radio transmitter. Thar she 


blows -- updated. (3/18. LC:58-6960) 


Longstreth, T. Morris Macmillan 
BULL SESSION $2.75 


Colt Muir was backed by Headmaster Hartnung as candidate for president of the 
student body in an attempt to weaken the power of Vance Draper, a slick student who was 
violating rules at Ironwood prep school by importing cigarettes, cards, etc., from an 
off-limits local cafe. The conflict between the two factions jeopardized the integrity 
of Savey Miller, a shy and hitherto incorruptible boy who temporarily becomes Vance's pawn 
in the struggle. Before resolution of good versus evil gangsters converge on the campus. 
Ultimately right triumphs but interest is not sustained throughout. The maneuvers and 
machinations -- with Vance's henchman listening in on headphones to faculty meetings - 
seem melodramatic and a little improbable. (3/18. LC:58-6211) 


Walden, Amelia Elizabeth Westminster 
TODAY IS MINE $2.95 


Amelia Wallace follows her earlier pattern in this latest story of Holly Harkins, 
a self reliant girl interested in sports. Holly was a leading participant in the local 
Turf Club. When wealthy old Mr. Cooke bought the only available horses she approached 
him on behalf of the club for permission to continue riding. For a while lame, withdrawn & 
Clint, his grandson, displaces Knuckles, her earlier beau. But Holly realizes through a 
practical joke at the high school dance that she has been an emotional crutch for Clint 
and that her crush on young Mr. Farnsworth, a teacher, was another protective instinct. 
Holly perceives that women should be the leaners -- or at least appear to be. Good condi- 
tioning for the assertive teen-aged girl. (LC:58-5660) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Williams, Eric Abelard-Schuman 
THE WOODEN HORSE $3.50 


* No one had succeeded in escape from Stalag Luft Three, the German prisoner of 
war camp. But excavating in an open field, in full sight of the sentry towers, R.A.F. 
officers Peter Howard and John Clinton tunneled past the barbed wire boundaries of their 
prison. They camouflaged their three months of digging with a wooden vaulting horse. 
The raw-edged uncertainty that followed as they jumped a train to Frankfurt, are chased 
on the docks at Stettin, a Baltic port, maneuvering with forged documents, is made even 
more harrowing through the author's juxtaposition of understatement and humor. Eric 
Williams first told this story in 1950 (Harper) and it has been very little changed in 
this new edition for younger readers here. A superb escape story, brilliantly narrated. 
Junior Literary Guild. (4/4) 


Zeidenberg, Arthur Abelard -Schuman 
HOW TO DRAW WILD ANIMALS $3.00 


Arthur Zeidenberg demonstrates his own prowess as a draughtsman. . .but there 
is little concrete help for those seeking to improve either visual perception or hand-eye 
coordination. There have been many similar books which purport to instruct by breaking & 
down the anatomy of the creature in question into circles, ellipses,etc. But all they 
are good for is the outright copyist. Such books are at odds with contemporary thought 
on art education. (3/14. LC:57-12534) 
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Duvall, Dr. Evelyn Millis Association 
THE ART OF DATING $2.50 


This common sense approach to social adjustment counsels on dating procedures, 
dangers and etiquette. It cautions against pick-ups, drive in movies, dating people 
who are persona non grata in the community, discusses the difficulties of inter-faith 
dating and adds a dash of diplomacy with suggestions for both boys and girls on man- 
ners. The authors have covered a broad area. They advocate restraint between the 
sexes and emphasize the consequences of promiscuous petting. A sound treatment, 


much of it familiar, on the boy-girl relationship and its place in the community. 
(3/21. LC: 58-6465) 


Montgomery, Elizabeth Rider Dodd, Mead 
THE STORY BEHIND POPULAR SONGS $3.00 


American popular music numbers among its composers various strains, There 
were some composers from the sidewalks of New York, Gershwin, Jerome Kern, Irving 
Berlin. Some were privileged playboys, like Cole Porter. Mayor Jimmy Walker of New 
York penned the lyrics for Will You Love Me In. December As You Did In May? The 
stories of these composers and their hits -- some of them dark horses -- are pleas- 
antly told in capsule form. The Man I Love went unnoticed in two plays and caught 
on here only after Lady Mountbatten popularized it in England. Hoagy Carmichael, 
Rudolph Friml, Vincent Youmans, Richard Rogers, Oscar Hammerstein, Otto Harbach, 
Richard Whiting and many others are introduced here in digest form with insights 
into the hits they wrote. Interest here should not be confined to a juvenile audi- 
ence. Interwoven with the stories of smash songs is the development of American musi- 
cal comedy. One can question whether teen-agers, who are listening to a very differ- 
ent kind of music, will really dig it. (4/7. LC: 58-6987) 


Latham, Jean Lee Harper 
ON STAGE, MR. JEFFERSON $2.95 


Joseph Jefferson was born stage-struck. He barnstormed his way to the top 
rung of the theatrical ladder by the time he was thirty-six in 1839. This biography 
focusses on twenty-six years of his life as one of a theatre personality growing up 
in the itinerant pattern of show people. There is much of the American story inter- 
woven in Jefferson's biography. What audience such a story will have is difficult 
to ascertain. Perhaps those who have an enthusiasm for the theatre may like it. 
Illustrated by Edward Shenton. (3/19. LC: 58-5296) 


Armed Services Library Viking 
4/7 each; $2.00 


Daugherty, Charles - THE ARMY (58-7069) 
Paxton, Glenn - THE COAST GUARD (58-7070) 
Hammond, Cleon E. - THE MARINE CORPS (58-7071) 


These cheerfully realistic summation of the histories, opportunities and 
training programs of the army, the coast guard and the marine corps ring with esprit- 
de-corps and should find steady circulation and readership in the ranks of high school 
boys facing service. Though each book is an independent volume,taken together they 
constitute a good comparative basis for the young man about to choose between branches 
of the service, for the duties and opportunities afforded‘in each branch are divergent. 
The books are commendably specific, giving detailed schedules and descriptions of 
routine and life on an army base, in the coast guard service and as a Leatherneck. 
They do not overstate the advantages of service and are frank about the difficulties 
and hardships to be expected by recruits and volunteers. Terse, timely and cogent. 
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Sutton-Vane, S. Viking 
THE STORY OF EYES $3.50 
The evolution of the eye, human and animal, is traced here in a scholarly es 


observant treatise whose vocabulary and scientific approach classify it for the teen 
ager seeking challenging reading in this area. The text is discursive, somewhat dis- 
organized, ranging at random from evolution to anatomy, to history and into the future. 
Speculation and commentary cover major and minor notes in optics -- that the frog 
retracts his eye muscles to clear his throat and that man's eyes will need protection as 
he travels in outer space. Illustrated by Anthony Ravielli. (4/7. LC:58-7073) 


Richmond, Cecil Jane Westminster 
HANDBOOK FOR DATING $2.00 


Both shy and aggressive girls should find this pathfinder helpful in taking the 
adolescent hurdles of dating and infatuation in stride. The approach is one of guidance 
directly stated with never a hint of patronage. Don't expect too much help from the 
advice of other teen agers, cautions the author, for they have little more experience 
with the opposite sex than the girl who is embarking on her date life. She draws a rea- 
sonable guideline between chasing and being chased by the boys. She suggests that a 
group of girls who are non-daters may jointly give a party to which they may invite 
eligible boys. Then if the group clicks, dances and sports events may follow, with inter- 
change of partners helping to smooth the social path. A helpful, well written survey of 
the teen aged girl's social problems which never underestimates the importance of a hero 
for a heroine. (4/14. 10:58-5484) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Anthony, Evelyn Crowell 
ALBERT AND VICTORIA $3.95 


A fiction handling of the one-sided love story of the Queen and her Prince 
consort and the marriage which relegated Albert to a leisure time companionship pursues the 
influence Melbourne exerted to give Albert more chance to work with her. Through the 
stormy international questions, Palmerston's troublesome disobediences, their disappoint- 
ment in young Bertie and the fluctuations of Victoria's popularity, is her devotion to 
Albert and his lack of success with her subjects until the final illness which broke her 
heart. A sympathetic picture of a marriage which makes its royalty human in their 
frailties and their strengths. Full report on p. 90. (3/21. 10:58-6053) 


de Camp, L. Sprague Doubleday 
AN ELEPHANT FOR ARISTOTLE $3.95 


If Alexander had sent an elephant to Greece for Aristotle this is what might 
have happened - and Leon after 7 years of service in the conqueror's armies tells the 
story. Commissioned to transport the elephant Aias to Aristotles, he is faced with the 
problems of feeding the monster, keeping him alive, choosing the route best suited to the 
beast, keeping peace despite betrayals and hazardous traveling in unknown lands. A lively 
historical recreation, fraught with misadventures, finds its happy ending. Full report 


on p. 93. (4/3. 10358-5934) 


Schoonover, Lawrence Little, Brown 
THE REVOLUTIONARY $5.00 


From his boyhood in Scotland to his ultimate brief tenure as Rear Admiral of 
the Russian Navy under Catherine the Great, one senses in this portrait of John Paul 
Jones, a man too big for his times. This is a vigorous, whole, man - in his role as 
slaver, tracer, snatching at opportunities with more than a little piratical flavor, per- 
forming incredible feats of valor in attempts to prove loyalty to the infant American navy, A 
victorious in the battle of the Bonhomme Richard and the Serapis -- and dying haunted by 
a sense of frustration and dissatisfaction. Here are achievements that rival the maddest 
of adventure tales. Full report on p. 94. (4/7. 10:58-7849) 
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Scott, Paul Morrow 
THE MARK OF THE WARRIOR $3.50 


In the last phase of their jungle training in Burma a group of Englishmen 
headed by Craig, had lost -- almost a year before -- a young man of superior military 
qualifications in an unnecessary incident. Now the younger brother of that casualty, 
Bob Ramsay, is under the command of Craig and is contemptuous of Craig's guilt feel- 
ings toward his brother's death. When Bob is killed after patterning himself into 
the image of the"warrior", the author demonstrates his mastery over the metaphysics 
of courage and cowardice. This is perhaps the most assured and the most successful 
of Paul Scott's novels. Full report on p.88. (3/5. LC: 58-5727) 


Barker, Shirley Random House 
SWEAR BY APOLLO $3.95 


With pace and vitality, authentic people live, move and shape their desti- 
nies in this tale of a New Hampshire youth whose medical training under his father in 
New Hampshire was being extended through schooling in Edinburgh, which he found dull 
and too theoretical. On a summer assignment at a Scottish isle he found what he sought, 
a chance to experiment with a variety of ailments, to try out the new antitoxin for 
smallpox, to put theory to the test. But he found more - things of the spirit, of 
tradition, that could not be measured in ordinary terms- and he found love. Full 
report on p. 93. (4/4. LC: 58-5282) 


Baker, Carlos Scribner 
A FRIEND IN POWER $3.95 


A personal, agreeable and sympathetic view of academic life follows the 
screening of candidates for the new President of Enfield University. Professor Edward 
Tyler of the Modern Language Department is one of the six members of the Committee 
which makes the decision with the Board of Trustees. In the period of decision other 
matters engage Tyler's attention; an offer from a woman's college to accept its presi- 
dency; the suicide attempt of a brilliant but insolvent member of the faculty; the 
difficult marital situation of one of those under consideration for the post. An 
accurate and literate observer of this world in which he participates, Professor 
Baker shares it with the reader with honesty and occasional humor. Full report on 


p. 97. (4/2. LC: 58-7517) 


Trease, Geoffrey Vanguard 
SNARED NIGHTINGALE $3.75 


Agreeable romancing and intrigues in high style figure in the story of 

Nicholas Bray's homecoming from Italy to his rich inheritance as the Earl of Kyre in 
the Welsh Marches and to an enemy whose identity he must discover. When his heart 
settles on widowed Lady Thorpe he is confronted by the implacable Lady Marcle, whose 
young grandson is next in line for the earldom, and must employ wiles as devious as 
hers to stay alive and marry as he chooses. But his lady vanishes after the wedding 
and it is through a tightly plotted kidnapping that he regains her for keeps. Full 
report on p. 88. . (3/? LC:58-8070) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Hunter, J.A. Appleton-Century-Crofts 
HUNTER'S TRACKS $4.00 


In the framework of the story of Game Ranger Hunter's manhunt for the leader 
of an ivory smuggling ring are the author's fascinating reminiscences of 50 years as a 
white hunter in Kenya- memories of men and beasts and exciting encounters between them, 
of natives and hunters on safari. Written with easy informality and suffused with 
continuous excitement. Full report on p. 103. (3/3. LC: 58-6205) 
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Rosenfeld, Morris- photographs by Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE STORY OF AMERICAN YACHTING $12.50 


From the collection of the dean of American yachting photographers comes this “* 
assemblage of pictures to reflect the yachting story: the emotional appeal of the sport, 
the historical development of yachts, and a look at the contemporary scene. With its 
bibliography, glossary and index, and its unquestionably seductive visual appeal this 
should be a natural for club libraries and a valuable reference item. Full report on 
p. 108. (3/14. LC:57-12332) 


Block, Eugene B. Coward -McCann 
THE WIZARD OF BERKELEY $3.75 


Chemist and pioneer in criminology, Edgar Oscar Heimrich established methods in 
scientific crime detection which are now routine in modern police laboratories. He made 
himself expert in inks, ballistics and geology after his appointment as chief chemist of 
Tacoma and in 1916 reorganized the police department of Alameda, California. Written in 
vigorous journalistic style, based on notebooks and articles by the author, a newspaper- 
man, this is a book of true tales of detection. Full report on p. 104. (3/3) 


O'Donoghue, John Coward -McCann 
IN A QUIET LAND $3.50 


A memory-misted recollection of childhood in Ireland recaptures a special world 
and way of life. In the “homely comfort" of a thatched farmhouse John O'Donoghue grew up 
as one of many children. There were the rude changes of school -- the sorrow and excite- 
ment of his grandmother's death - the hours spent farming, the yearly visit of the priest, 
and the occasional tramps and tinkers who passed their way. An ingenuous record remembered 
with particular charm. Full report on p. 108. (3/17. L0:58-6938) 





Whishaw, Lorna Dodd, Mead 
AS FAR AS YOU'LL TAKE ME $4.00 S 


- « « was for Mrs. Whishaw, wife of a British Columbia geologist, up through 
northwest Canada to Alaska and the Yukon. When her husband went on a three-months-no- 
women-allowed expedition, she took off on a daffy but delightful adventure of her own. 
She had $36, as much equipment as she could cram in a pack, and a camera. She had an eye 
for natural phenomena and a knack for meeting up with eccentrics. Intrepid pioneering, 
feminine fasion, on the open road. Full report on p. 116. (4/7) 


Brittain, Robert Doubleday 
RIVERS, MAN AND MYTHS $4.50 


* Robert Brittain shares the fascination of rivers, suppliers of food, power, 
mineral wealth, stimulators of man's myth-making capacities, posers of military and 
engineering problems - and sources of hypnotic beauty and magic flowing through the land- 
bound world. It is indeed remarkable that the author has found such a wholeness in such 
disparate elements. His river lore has strong appeal to those concerned with the human- 
ities as well as science - and his book may have some of the sleeper potential of Gods, 
Graves and Scholars. Full report on p. 59. (3/20. 1C:58-6632) 


Redding, Saunders Doubleday 
THE LONESOME ROAD $5-75 


The history of the Negro since the Civil War is one of recurrent setbacks, - 
economically, socially, politically; of difficulty in gaining their rights as free men. 
Crammed with little known data, this delineates many Negroes who have stamped their per- 
sonalities on the face of America. Some, who made the most of themselves, did the greatest 
harm to their race in setting the stereotype. Then there were others -- those dedicated a 
_ leaders whose lives and deeds inched forward the lot of their race. Full report on p. 60. 
(3/20. LC:58-6647) 
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Greenberg 
U. S. AIR POWER $5.95 


Moore, Samuel Taylor 


The development of America's military airpower is traced from the careening 
observation balloons of the Civil War to the present-day supersonic vehicles and un- 
manned missiles. There is an assessment of strength and weakness on mental and mate- 
rial levels, then and now; a recital of the varieties of catastrophic error which 
have, from World War I through Pearl Harbor, Korea and the current Russian menace, 
dogged the history of aerial preparedness. Full report on p. 107. (3/12) 


Bowles, Chester Harper 
IDEAS, PEOPLE AND PEACE $2.50 


There are few people writing today who can cram more sound statemanship 
into brief compass than Chester Bowles. Herein he explores the steps by which we 
have lost leadership at a critical time in exchange for a narrow military viewpoint. 
He feels we must strengthen the rising forces in rural Asia, Africa, Latin America; 
must take a positive position in relation to colonialism. Most illuminating is his 
analysis of what is happening in Africa, the country he knows at first hand. Full 
report on p. 109. (3/19. LC: 57-11780) 


Trevor-Roper, H.R. Harper 
MEN AND EVENTS $4.50 


* Quite unexpectedly, I found reading this collection of essays - political, 
social and, first and last, biographical - sheer delight. The interplay of men and 
events is always operating across a sweeping stage of the Holy Land, the Orient, 
Europe, from Sweden to Spain, England of the derk ages, the Elizabethan period, the 
rebellion, revolution, etc. Full report on p. 110. (3/19. ) 


Van Every, Dale Holt 
OUR COUNTRY THEN $4.50 


From his own novels Van Every lifts fragments, incidents, descriptions, per- 
sonalities (most of them fictional but typical) and weaves the whole into a rich can- 
vas of the background of living in this country 180 years ago. It has color and drama 
and story; it is often confusing for the same characters appear and reappear, not al- 
ways in the same order. But it is a novel effort which gives piecemeal a portrait 
of our country when it began topushwest from Pittsburgh. Full report on p. 62. 


(3/2h. LC: 58-6456) 


Wibberley, Leonard Holt 
THE COMING OF THE GREEN $3.50 


The Hibernian record in the new world, with its good as well as black marks 
follows their record from their work on the roads and canals and railroads to their 
action in the Civil War, their part in riots and strikes, in mines and unionization, 
their anti-British stand in World War I and their power in presidential elections 
over the questions of Ireland's freedom. A well defined audience which will include 
those who read his earlier The Trouble With The Irish. Full report on p. 57. (3/17. 
LC: 58-6455) 


Mallalieu, J.P.W. Macmillan 
EXTRAORDINARY SEAMAN $3.50 


One of Britain's finest sea combat heroes, Thomas Cochrane, joined the Navy 
at the beginning of the Napoleonic Wars. A born navigator he distinguished himself 
by astonishing feats of seamanship and strategy. In command of his first ship, a 
158 ton brig, he defeated ships larger than his own; he played a decisive part in 
ending French sea power. Cochrane was convicted for his part in a stock exchange 
scandal, served a year of his sentence, then resumed his naval career fighting for 
South America. Exciting content and straightforward narrative should entice the 
Hornblower market. Full report on p. 58. (3/18. LC: 58-8155) 



















Taylor, Theodore 
FIRE ON THE BEACHES 
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Norton 


$3.95 


* This exciting story of the German and Japanese submarine warfare against 
American merchant shipping in the last war is well documented, well and sparsely written, 
a record of heroism, frustration, defeat and victory with little emphasis on horror. 
Its content will appeal to readers of modern American history and those who enjoy true 
tales of adventure and heroism on the high seas. Full report on p. 114. (3/? LC:58-5151) 


Fraley, Oscar & Prentice-Hall 


Yerkow, Charles THE COMPLETE HANDBOOK OF BOWLING 


$2.95 


For the beginner or the initiate this is good coverage of the techniques and 
fine points of aiming, equipment and etiquette. There are chapters on lady bowlers, 
bowling for children, league playing, the history of the game, playing rules, 400-illus- 


trations and a dictionary of bowling terms. Full report on p. 103. (2/20) 


Brown, Dee 
THE GENTLE TAMERS: Women of the Old Wild West 


Putnam 
$5.00 


Twenty five women who crossed the trails to the West and settled there are 
saluted here. Actually the imprint left by these women is slight: one may question some 


inclusions, some exclusions. Here are the stories of Narcissa Whitman, the charming wife 


of the missionary who went to Oregon in 1836; of Josephine Meeker, captured by Ute 


Indians in 1879 at the White River, (Colorado) massacre; and of Frances Grummond who spent 


four months at Fort Phil Kearney in 1866. A canvas of divergent types -- prostitutes, 
actresses, wives of gold-seekers, settlers and soldiers. The book's market is among the 


uninitiated and girls will be more interested than boys. Full report on p. lll. 


Clason, Clyde B. 
EXPLORING THE DISTANT STARS 


(4/11) 


Putnam 


$5.00 


A nearer look at outer space - with a passing respectful nod at the solar 
system - this gives informative material on the internal composition, orbital behavior 
and galactic roles of the stars; who discovered them, named them; on the space that lies 
between the stars; on the measurement of time and distance; on the perpetual flight of 
the galaxies from one another; on the origin, structure and state of the universe. The 


mathematics is virtually painless. Full report on p. 55. (3/28. LC:58-5468) 
BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Keats, John Houghton, Mifflin 


SCHOOLS WITHOUT SCHOLARS 


* A considered and constructive assessment by the author of fhe Crack In 


$3.00 
the 


Picture Window examines the two mainstreams of American education. Mr. Keats sets up two 


prototype schools -- one of which will roughly represent yours -- taught by Miss 
a Dewey disciple -- who stresses the Life Adjustment phase of education. On the 
there is authoritarian Miss Omega, devotee of drill and discipline. At a higher 
will tour Pragmatic Tech which offers 63 courses - pin-curling and auto-driving- 
assures only a “little more than basic literacy" as against Mental Prep with its 


curriculum. A lively stylist addresses a parental public. (Full report on p. 110. 


LC :57-10790 ) 
PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 


Alpha - 


other hand 
level you 


and 


entrenched 


3/20. 


33 (J-9) Fritz, Jean - THE CABIN FACED WEST- definite date 3/3. Price changed from 


$2.75 to $3.00. (Coward-McCann ) 





























BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Service YY a 317 West 4th Street 


* Vol. XXVI February 15, 1958 No. 4 


NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK=- March 16-22 


I am sure no librarian needs to be told that National Library week is fast 
approaching. Under the sponsorship of the A L A and the National Book Comnittee, with 
its dedicated citizens putting their efforts behind it, National Library week is sure 
to stir.an often apathetic public into awareness of what the public libraries mean to 
the life of our nation. Properly endorsed by local organizations, it should increase 
support, stress the need for extension and improvement, link the work of libririans 
with others who deal with areas of communication, promote reading itself as a reward- 
ing activity on both the informational and the entertainment level. 


Every city has some form of organization. Be sure that your citizens are 
enlisted in cooperating with the effort to promote the planned activities. If the 
Local library stands aside - the structure is weakened, the impetus lost. The library 
should provide the rallying point; its facilities should be newly presented to the 
public; special programs, exhibits and activities should be featured.... Bookshops too 
have their part to play, for your continued usefulness in the field of dissemination 
of reading is dependent on constantly widening boundaries of book buying and book lending. 


Posters, promotion material, radio,TV, newspapers and magazines are back of 
this effort. Won't you do your share? 7 


. - 2. 2 


Three Names- Two Newcomers 


A number of books—- of which these few seem the most likely to succeed: Lion Feucht- 
wanger'’s JEPHTA AND HIS DAUGHTER (Putnam) for the market he has established- it is 
unlikely to be extended; Victoria Lincoln's A DANGEROUS INNOCENCE (Rinehart) makes 
use of the never-ending fascination of witchcraft; Wilfrid Noyce'’s THE GODS ARE ANGRY 
(World) which is exciting mountaineering in a less good novel. A first novel, Helga 
Sandburg'’s THE WHEEL OF EARTH (McDowell, Obolensky) gives an unusually sensitive pic- 
ture of farm living; and, in another first novel- THE WAY WE LIVE NOW (Little, Brown) 
Warren Miller 1s effectively disenchanted. See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


March 27 4) 2 


Ross, Walter Simon & Schuster 
THE IMMORTAL $3.50 


resurrected- through diaries, interviews, files, is John Preston, 
after his death in a crash at 24, and all the sullen charm, chemistry, “orgone" of 
this young man who in his dirty jeans and leather jacket (and sneakers- without socks) 
became an idol to a generation is reflected by those who knew him best and at his worst. 
His producer, his publicity director, the middle-aged woman who taught him drama (and 
was ready to teach him other things as well), Sally- who met him in New York when he 
went to acting school and really flipped for him, Costello- who discovered him and took 
him to the coast, and - via a psychiatrist's case record- the faggot who made a whore 
of him,--- all fill in the portrait of a boy who experimented to experience, who took 
tea to see, who lived too dangerously but only long enough to become a phenomenon 
which you might also call a sick manifestation of the times..."The story is not about 
any real people, alive or dead." Funny, the face is familiar. (Q) (LC: 58-7510) 
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March 28 a 


Feuchtwanger, Lion Putnam 
JEPHTA AND HIS DAUGHTER $3.95 




















The Book of Judges in some 47 verses records the grim story of Jephta, driven 
out from the heritage he claimed by his brothers who were legitimate; of how he became 
a man of the wilderness, a successful warrior; of how he tricked rulers of neighboring 
lands, augmenting his holdings- and his pride. Actually here is a story of a bandit 
leader - of fraticidal wars- of bloodthirsty tribute- and finally of the supreme sacrifice, 
the senseless sacrifice, compounded of superstition, fear and pride. The story told here 
elaborates the original sources, using various ancient accounts of the early history of 

the land of Jordan and the Israelite tribes. It recreates something of the tempo of the 
period, the mores of these wild tribes, the overwhelming sense of the dominance of their 
respective gods- confusions and contradictions in ancient lore and modern interpretation. 
The fre) story takes on stature- but nothing of humanity in this vigorous retelling. (LC: 
58-7 















Ford, Hilary Simon & Schuster 
FELIX WALKING $3.50 






















Infatuation and irritation are the qualities that Sally Onslow has for the two 
men in her life - David Lytham who has been her childhood hero and whose mother now keeps 
him from proposing and Felix Moors whose brattish ways have deepened into aggressive out- 
rages and bizarre clownings. Sally regrets bringing Felix' manuscript to the publishing a 
house where she works for its acceptance brings Felix to London, makes her a target for 
his unwelcome pursuit and involves her in the court case which heads his novel to best- 
sellerdom. When he wins a literary award and horrifies and insults the donor Sally is 
through with his cheap tricks but an interlude with David proves she has lost interest 
there and she capitulates to the roundabouts and swings that Felix offers. A stringent 
look at today's angry young man, an acerb feeling for London publishing and the lit'ry 
world, this gives out sparks rather than a bright shine. Sometimes amusing. (LC:58-6279) 





March ?? 


Burress, John Vanguard 
BUGLE IN THE WILDERNESS $3.50 


Much of the rough-tender appeal, and warm concern, of Little Mule, Apple on 
a Pear Tree, etc. is readily felt in this new novel of a youngster- with a hard fact to 
face. Twelve years old and "close to man size" is Billy, living alone with his Pap in 
Four Mile, Missouri- just as the Civil War is beginning and the men are leaving- to fight. 
But Pap, while he hears the bugle, has no choice- for his wife, who has lost her mind- 
since the accident three years ago- comes home to stay, with her sister Mira. By day 
Billy worries over Pap- sometimes he gets liquored up in town- sometimes he's said to be 
chasing other women- and at night, he is hounded by a recurrent dream he cannot explain. 
It is only after his mother is killed- and he blames Pap for her death- (which perhaps 
his inaction could have prevented-)that his dream becomes a clearer revelation of his own 
guilt in the earlier accident.... An easily susceptible story of a man and a boy- and the S 
backwoods country is very real and unmistakable. Nice. (LC:58-8071) 
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April 3 


Brooke, Teresa Doubleday 
UNDER THE WINTER MOON $3.95 


A love story that is based on an episode in an early history has for its 
setting the late years of the llth century in which the lst Crusade climaxed its 
long, death tolled travels with the taking of Jerusalem. The lad Denys, from 
Provence, is given refuge, after he has been set upon by a bandit, by the Baron of 
Mezieres and his recovery leads him to love the lady Anne. Discovered, he kills 
the Baron, joins the Peasant Army of Peter the Hermit and, when it is vanquished 
in the massacre near the Sea of Marmora, becomes a Crusader, to live through the 
siege of Antioch and the taking of Jerusalem. Fighting for his lady he loses an 
arm, makes his way back to her to find her firm that they must part forever and 
goes on the long pilgrimage to Ulm. Anne goes after him to prove her love, follows 
him to Venice, even to Jerusalem and, at Tyre, finds him a captive of the Moslems, 
blinded and dying. A time of faith confronted by chaos, ignorance and terror, of 
witchcraft and omens, of chivalry and violence, of high purpose and brutal actions - 
this sees the period and the people through modern eyes and understanding while 
keeping the atmosphere. No Dorothy Charques this, but able in its execution. (Q) 
(LC: 58-8083 ) 


Gaines, Diana Doubleday 
MARRY IN ANGER $3.95 


---i8 a story of Chicago in the thirties and of golden people touched only 
indirectly by the Depression. Gillian March had the position and the prestige, not 
the money; her engagement then, to wealthy Tom Ballew was given the full Cinderella 
treatment. When, two days before the wedding, Tom wanted to call it off because he 
was carrying on with his brother's wife, Gillian persuaded Cyrus, Tom's tycoon 
brother, to force the marriage for the sake of the family name. The marriage became 
a bargain; it would last a year after which Tom would have his freedom and Gillian 
would have a handsome settlement. From here the story is one of adjustment for the 
poor little rich people. As the Ballew star of fortune begins to dim - Cyrus becomes 
a hopeless drunkard, Maureen, his exotic, quixotic wife, turns out to be a lesbian - 
the marriage of inconvenience, freed from the parental dominance of the Ballew name, 
begins to grow on its own toward a happy ending, albeit at a high price. An uneven 
excursion - believable dialogue, implausible development - which should be better 
than it is. (Q) (LC: 58-8090) 


Molloy, Robert Doubleday 
AN AFTERNOON IN MARCH 3.95 


Murder in a coastal Southern town is viewed some 45 years later by the 
man who had been a young reporter at the time and is pieced together from the events 
that led up to it, the trial and its aftermath. A doctor with a bad reputation and 
an unlikable wife is tempted by the French governess of Col. Devere and youthful 
Germaine,at first is acquiescent to his pursuit. Rivals alert Devere to the scandal 
involving Germaine send him to the police to have her followed, lead him directly 
to Dr. Fairchild who shoots him. The trial, dynamite in the ingrown community, and 
the legal tactics are played before a jury with seven colored men on it and the 
verdict of "Not Guilty” radically affects white and colored relations in the future, 
writes a dismal finish to Fairchild's life. The complex of the personalities, the 
interlocking of personal and public feuds, the social, religious, racial and civic 
issues that color the picture - all are combined for a market that has accepted 


Anatomy of Murder 80 widely. (LC: 58-8105 ) 
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Lamont, Nedda Dutton i 
THE BEAUTY MAKERS $3.50 








A love affair between the new president of a large cosmetic company and one 
of the secretaries provides the romance in this expose novel about the men who make 
American women beautiful. Paul Vandenberg, born rich and now richer through his ability 
to revitalize dying corporations, inherits more than financial problems when he takes 
over the House of Vermeyer. There is the late owner's dipsomaniac mistress, a con- 
niving personnel director, a shrewd, ambitious vice president and wholesome, beautiful 
Sigrid Anderson with whom Vandenberg falls in love despite his three unhappy marriages 
and his fatal heart condition. Although the inner workings of the beauty business are 
interesting, the characterization is not more than skin-deep, the plot trite and the 
sce is just another big business novel that doesn't rise out of the dime store category. 

LC 58-7813) 














April 15 


Arkell, Reginald ; Viking 
THE ROUND HOUSE $3.50 


Another of this author's (Old Herbaceous and The Miracle of Merriford) lingering 
locum tenens here installs “hristian Brandon, a young barrister dissatisfied with the 
fundamental honesty of the law, in Wiltshire where his occupancy of The Round House leads ) 
him into the village doings of Compton Only. There is a thorny romance with Susan; 
concern over The Boy, grandson of the old shepherd Job Midwinter; friendship with the 
American Midwinters who assume responsibility after old Job dies when he is not given 
charge of the new flock of recently imported sheep; and eventually a court case. For 
Job's dog, Nell, licensed by the American Midwinters to The Boy, is accused of worrying 
sheep and Susan's mother, an enemy of the flock's owner, calls Brandon for the defense- 
and not in vain for Brandon win's Nell's freedom and security for The Boy. And Susan. 
Rural England in bland brew. Illustrated by J.S. Goodall. (10:58-8135) 


April 16 


Vidalie, Albert Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
THE MOONLIGHT JEWELERS $3.75 


A fuzzy bit of transitory romancing this is sparked by the murder of a traveler 
in watches whose niece, Ursule, breaks away from her respectable family to join the man 
accused of the crime, Lambert, an unwanted nobody. Their hideout in the woods makes her 
a creature of the wild through his teachings; their sole contact is Jacot, an old pal of 
Lambert's in previous poachings and other illegalities, and their paradise, learned and 
loved through the harshness of winter and the abundance of summer, is invaded by his 
reports of the world outside. With one of the valuable watches as telltale evidence 
planted on a wandering basketmaker, Ursule's little world is wrecked for Lambert is betrayed 
by Jacot and returns to a safe way out so that Ursule, returned to her village, awaits 
the next rebel to free her. The rigid closeness of French provincialism in contrast to - 
the free, wild ways of the nonconformist, the idyllic life versus the respectable, are 
enclosed in a passionate mistiness. Limited. (LC:58-8148) 
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April 17 


Allen, Steve Holt 
THE GIRLS ON THE 10th FLOOR And Other Stories $3.00 


That TV man, taking time off for writing, turns out another batch of tales - 
this time edging into sociological religious areas along with a touch of science 
fiction, a broad joke and something of a reminiscence. The joke is the title story 
in which a bartender sends some tough guys to the House of Detention for a date; 
there's a fanatic who would bomb a plane to wake its passengers to God, another who 
harangues that Earth is Hades, while a third is a maniac and a martyr. There are 
missionaries killed on their assignments, a case of infantilism, a white killing a 
black, a phony entertainment award, a farewell to a bass player, letters from a 
psycho, a dialogue during an affair, a moving picture star back with her family. 

A quicksilvering of observation, patter and lingo, brighten and lighten these. 
(LC: 58-7635 ) 


Sanderson, James Dean Henry Holt 
BOY WITH A GUN $3.95 


Six days in the Hungarian revolt of 1956 are experienced through the eyes- 
and activities- of fifteen year old Pal Janos Petofi, the son of a rabid anti-Com- 
munist- now an aging, helpless man in a wheelchair, and the brother of a Communist 
Party official, Ferenc. As the revolt starts, his father Istvan is determined to 
shoot (from his window) M, the chief of Secret Police, but he does not live to ac- 
complish it- and Ferenc is strung up on the streets in front of Pal. As the revolt 
gains in momentum and terror, Pal wanders through the mobbed streets; he sperds a 
little time with Zsuzsa- his girl, and with the older, seductive Mrs. Franck who 
shelters him; he goes to Ferenc's apartment to find that his wife has been killed 
and to rescue their two young children and take them to the priest, Father Peter; 
with a Russian deserter, Georgei, he goes to M's villa- and there shoots him down; 
and refusing Zsuzsa's offer to escape with her- and her family- he returns to 
Father Peter who helps him to reconcile what he has seen- and done- with what lies 
ahead... A worthy cause, this with its unindividuated characterization and mechan- 
ized progression of violence is perhaps not the book to enlist the sympathy it 
deserves. (Q) (LC: 58-7648) 


April 18 


Sandburg, Helga McDowell, Obolensky 
THE WHEEL OF EARTH $4.95 


* All the kitchen, mealtime and farm scenes here will find an echo in Gladys 
Hasty Carroll's As The Earth Turns for this is a family that, in spite of natural 
causes, lives well and comfortably. Here, though, is a father who is determined to 
impress his pattern on his household and when his wife escapes in madness, his older 
daughter evades his domination after a willing seduction and a child, and his younger 
daughter returns to flaunt her independence, even as a good Catholic, he has a single 
avenue to escape - suicide. This is Ellen Gaddy's story - Ellen who loves her goats, 
resents her father's preference for her younger sister Frankie, grieves when their 
girl, Penny, leaves - and she learns to love young Christian Ay, who working at a 
neighboring farm, is about to defy her father. Called home by his family, he never 
knows that Ellen bears his son through the help of Penny and vanishes from her life. 
Standing strong against her father she is able to bring her boy back only to find 
that the grandfather is again seekine a mold for his impress and so runs away to 
an independent life with a Polish family in Illinois. There her love for the 
oldest son meets another defeat when he is killed and it is her father's self de- 
struction that reunites her with Christian to begin a new life on the old farm. Over 
two decades of isolated Kentucky hill living frame the web of rejection and acceptance, 
the encroachment of new ways and the establishment of a life to be lived on one's 
own terms for a book of sensitivity and solid roots. Basic appeal to women. 
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Hibbs, Ben- Ed. Random House 3 
POST STORIES, 1957 $3.50 




































The annual get-together maintains the slick professionalism, variety and general 
readability of earlier collections and with the exception of perhaps William Faulkner's 
Snopes, Frank O'Connor and Conrad Richter's obdurate old man- hanging on to life and the 
memory of a woman, the emphasis is on entertainment. To drop a few names- Vina Delmar's 
spiteful, intimate revelation; Geoffrey Household's genial adventure to which an old 
Greek drinking bowl leads; Ray Bradbury's gentle Good-By Grandma; Gerald Kersh' more 
macabre- Murderer’s Eye; and along with some unashamed schmalz (Saroyan, Ralph Knight), 

a touch of science fiction, there's a good deal of adventure. For a pretested, predict- 
able market, capable and reliable. 


April el 


Bjarnhof, Karl Knopf 
THE STARS GROW PALE $4.00 


..-for a youngster whose world narrows with his vision, and this novel (in 
translation from the Danish) of a boy whose childhood ends with his sight is perhaps most 
moving in its undemonstrative acceptance. The child of simple people who lived in penury, 
the toneless existence of his home was not improved at school where the children called 
him "“cross-eyes" and the teacher found him inattentive and stupid. Living at a time and 
in a remote village where handicaps were either unadmitted or rather cruelly singularized, 
the boy endured his increasingly foggy vision. The local doctor found nothing wrong, a 
nearby specialist found him just lazy, and finally- after the long trip to Copenhagen- 
too late- another diagnosed that only a miracle could now save his sight. An operation - 
helped for a time, only, until that last Christmas when his parents bought a large 
Christmas tree- which would be one to remember during the years ahead to be spent in the 
Institute.... True to the small world it reflects closely, a world of poor people, simple 
people, this is a work of some distinction and it is perhaps most wnbearable where it is 
most matter-of-fact. None of this, however, will assure a readership. (10:58-7559) 


Humes, H. L. Random House 
THE UNDERGROUND CITY $4.95 


A great amorphous novel, this, in which a newcomer to the field of fiction at- 
tempts too much, and achieves a rather confused melodrama with political implications. 
There's the making of three books here:- one, the story of the baffling resistance 
forces in southern France, when friend scarcely knew friend from enemy, when the De 
Gaullists and the Communists worked often at odds, when help from the English, from the 
Americans ended in supplying the wherewithal for civil warfare; two, the story of the 
Dujardin affair, built up by the Communists after the war's end to augment anti-American 
feeling, and to involve in suspicion some against whom they wanted to take action; three, 
the story of Stone, former American 0.S.S., whose first hand witness against Dujardin 
made him a target for suspicion, a subject of investigation in Washington, and a man no 
longer able to fill a job anywhere- a victim of his own earnest desire to serve. The 
author falls of his own weight of material into confusions that baffle the reader. He 
drags too many polemics into his dialogue, turns what might have been straight adventure 
with a cynical commentary on the wages of valour into now a defense, now an attack, on 
attitudes engendered by the war. At times it makes exciting reading, but the finale s 
leaves a bad taste in the mouth, and a sense of excess of matter smothering what there is 
of distinction in the manner. (LC:58-6734) 
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April 21 


Lincoln, Victoria Rinehart 
| A DANGEROUS INNOCENCE | $3.75 


* Of the time when the Evil One was believed to walk abroad is motherless 
Ann Archer whose marriage to Roger Evesham is pursued with clouds of witches and 
witchcraft. For Tibby's jealousy of her new mistress drives Ann to lie about her so 
that Roger will not learn that her love and heart are Saul Hazard's and when Tibby 
is jailed for being a witch Ann's lonely conscience prods her into trying to help. 
Roger stands by his theory that there is inequality in the laws as they affect gentry 
and the poor in his help for Tibby and her suicide stigmatizes him and Ann. Letting 
himself be accused and tried and killed in his proof that these are deaths for no 
sin but other men's fears and greater "faith in the Devil's power than in God's”. 
Ann, being pregnant, does not hang, and, having fought her love for Saul while she 
learned to love her husband, bears her baby and is reunited with Saul. A first person 
telling makes this an introspective examination and an intimate picture of panic 
growing, of love and love's confusion, of a few men of good will and their mass -minded 
opposites, and brings Puritan living warmly closer, particularly for a feminine 
audience. (1C:58-6259) 


April oa 


Noyce, Wilfrid World 
THE GODS ARE ANGRY $3.75 


Scholar, poet, mountaineer in the great tradition (Noyce was one of the 
successful Everest Expedition, and the author of my favorite book on that exploit, 
South Col) has now written a novel, deeply rooted in his intimate knowledge of the 
psychological as well as the physical factors involved. It is first and last a 
stirring and holding story for the specialist- and this includes the armchair 
mountaineers. For it is all there:- the challenge the mountains afford; the com- 


-pulsion that makes men put aside the things that most people feel matter most- home, 


family, job; the choice of the team for tackling the sacred mountain, Changma, in 

the Himalayas; the preparation - in detail, in emotional setting; the preliminaries 
to the climb itself, with a new factor added- the young women who went part way with 
the expedition, and changed the thinking of some of the members. And finally, the 
climb itself, the tensions sharpened by clash of personalities, and the differing 
goals that the men held. There is plenty of action here- and over all the brooding 
fears and superstitions of the natives, who knew "the gods are angry”. There is the 
moment when permission is recalled- and the head of the expedition is torn between 
hoping his advance team has scaled the summit- and fear that they have. And always 
there is the breath taking beauty often counterbalanced by the horrors, the dangers, 
the unremitting discomforts of the climb. The gods take their toll - but the summit 
has been reached, and the reader is left to fill in much of the detail of the ult- 
imate cost, the ultimate triumph for successive members of the expedition.... For the 
mountain fraternity, this is a more fully realized and authentic mountaineering novel 
than Ullman's The White Tower. For the layman, who seeks resolution of character and 
plot ahead of background, it lacks rounded attainment as an adventure novel. WNo 
reader will lay it down unmoved. (1C:58-5780) 


Aprjx22 8]! 


Thorp, Duncan Little, Brown 


$3.75 
ONLY AKIKO 


This is another version of Madame Butterfly in Occupied Japan when Sgt. 
Hank Mueller of the Army carpool in Tokyo falls in love with the pretty, mercenary 
courtesan Akiko. She becomes his Only (i.e. she remains faithful to Mueller in 
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return for a house and blackmarket luxuries). To fix up their menage Western style, 
Hank smuggles in his savings from the States and becomes an operator on the blackmarket 
bourse. He is caught, escapes and goes to live with Akiko in a backcountry fishing & 
village. Although he likes the life and knows his love for Akiko is now reciprocated, 

he also knows that it can't continue. A severe illness takes the problem out of his 

hands and he gives himself up. He is to serve a light sentence in the States and 

promises to return to Japan. Akiko tells him not to--East is East and West is West... 

Authentic and interesting in background, this unsentimental tale should appeal to the 

readers who liked Sayonara and The World of Suzie Wong. (LC:58-7855) 






April 23 70 


Moore, John ' Lippincott 
SEPTEMBER MOON $3.95 


Mr. Moore writes about English country life (Brensham Village, Dance and Skylark), 
with warm perceptions, and in his new book the permanence and timelessness of the English 
yeomanry is as vital as ever. The Herefordshire countryside and the Malvern hills, 

Wales across the border, and a quiet countryside given over to the breeding of cattle 
and raising of hops provides the background for a story of the tumultuous bacchanalia of 
the hop-picking season. The gypsies move in on the farmer folk; Welsh factory girls, 
workers from the Midlands, and for a few feverish weeks boundaries disappear, and there 
are hotheaded disputes, hotblooded romances. The story has its lustier moments- along 
with the pervading lyricism which brings this part of rural England to life. (1C:58-6902) 


Seifert, Shirley 1 Lippincott 
DESTINY IN DALLAS * | /* $3.95 


The compression of a little over a day surveys the life - and death - of 
Alexander Cockrell, "the first capitalist of Dallas", and his "Methody woman" wife, Sarah 
Horton, and relies on old family papers, local events and history to build a humanly 
termed tale of a marriage, an ambition and a town's beginning. Alick, tamed from wild 
vagrant ways, is bettering his town, enlarging his enterprises and, while gaining friends, 
is making an untrustworthy enemy - Andrew Moore, recently elected marshal and smarting 
over Alick's suing him for debt. This day, in 1858, Alick surveys the past that tags 
behind him, chivvies his Sarah, gets a hint of the future from Nicholas Darnell and, 
securely safe in this town which holds his heart and his work, flouts Moore on a spite 
arrest. Paying the court's fine, he challenges Moore to a fist fight and, when Moore 
reneges, heads for his guns - only to find Sarah has hidden them. Armed, he is shot down . 
by Moore and it is the little people of the town, the newcomers who have been helped by 
Alick, who come to give Sarah her determination to carry on all of Alick's dreams. This 
author has proved that there is an alchemy between theme and treatment and her followers 
will find her absorbed touch here. 


April 24 


Church, Richard Dutton 
THE DANGEROUS YEARS $3.50 


"Just when we're safest, there's a sunset touch" which overwhelms Mrs. Mary 
Winterbourne, fifty, who for many years has lived quietly as a widow, devoted to her 
only daughter Joan who is-now- unhappily married to a Cambridge don- John Boys. He only 
wants staunch companionship and calls her "old girl". Leaving John, Joan goes off to 
France with her mother and in Paris Mary falls in love with a former Colonel- Tom- whose a 
broken marriage and career lend a defeatist direction to his character as well as life. 

Through Mary, Tom gains the courage to fight back- for some future they can share together- 
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and through a remarkable youngster, Joan and John find for the first time a more 
complete love..... The author of many, many books which have appeared in England, 
Mr. Church has written a semi-formal, almost old-fashioned sentimental romance; 
although there are some rather sticky sequences, it is a pleasantly punctilious 
world he frequents. Rentals. 


April 24 


Hearne, John Little, Brown- A.M.P. 4 
THE EYE OF THE STORM $3-954 ~ 


For those (the publishers) who see this as a possibility for the audience 
of Alex Waugh's Island In The Sun, this first novel shares only its Caribbean 
island setting; it is far less prolix and more intense; and it may be tabooed not 
only by its hot but also mixed blooded relationships. It is written by a Jamaican- 
and the new colour scheme which prevails among the younger generation is taken for 
granted- certainly by Andrew Fabricus, who tells the story, and who is the offshoot 
of the old plantocracy who obviously have neither status nor influence. His love 
for (and intentions to marry) the dark-skinned Margaret is subsidiary to the 
stormier relationship which exists between certain of his friends and associates on 
the local paper there; Rachel Ascom (part German, part Negro), a heavy, handsome, 
prodigal, ambitious woman; Jojo Rygin, one of her former lovers, a construction 
operator who has just done a term in prison; and Michael Lovelace, a new import from 
England, and a gentle and more civilized competitor for Rachel's love. Rachel uses 
both men, betrays Jojo and his dream of oil, and provokes the violent retaliation 
which takes her life.... A drama of some validity and considerable vitality, much of 
which is due to the excitement of the writing and effective characterization. (IC: 


58-7858) (Q) 
April 26 


Bjorn, Thyra Ferre Rinehart 
PAPA'S DAUGHTER $3.00 


A mixture of fact and fiction, this is the story of a little Swedish 
girl's growing up in her father's parsonage in Lapland, her first love, the family's 
removal to America, her marriage and the flowering of her career as a writer. Since 
Mrs. Bjorn is the author of Papta’s Wife, one can presume that most of this material 
is autobiographical. It has much intrinsic charm, but the approach is so naive in 
tone, so episodic in presentation that the heroine and her problems fail to grasp 
and hold the reader's interest and sympathy. (LC:58-6258) 


April 28 
Miller, Warren Little, Brown ce 
THE WAY WE LIVE NOW $3<50 4 


. "filled to the neck with filth..lies and liquor, deceit, betrayal, 
old cigarette butts” - is not particularly edifying- nor satisfying- for Lionel 
Aldridge, who has walked out on his wife, Jane, whom he doesn't miss, and his daugh- 
ter, Sara, whom he does,- and this is the record of the lostness- and the loneliness- 
of the months which follow. He has an affair for a few weeks with Rosalind, whose 
maternal warmth thaws him for a time- then bores him with its surfeit of solicitude. 
It is varied by the occasional days- and nights- with Amelia, the first girl he had 
ever loved, who comes up to New York from Boston- but the relationship can only be 
furtive and fleeting- she has a husband and three daughters. A few of his friends- 
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and acquaintances- share his restlessness- and are on and off the couch, in and out of 
bed, and make up this marginal world of chafed spirit, all a little mad and sad and sick. a 
In a first novel, this young writer is a voice for a young generation (and the publishers 

make a justified parallel with Salinger) and records it with a telltale accuracy and 

more than a little sympathy. (Q) (LC:58-7853) 

















April 29 





Mantley, John Dutton 
THE SNOW BIRCH $3.95 








There are gentler passages in this story of a boyhood in the wilderness which 
the publishers compare (and will promote heavily) to The Yearling but for the most part 
these give way- as does the general character of the book- to the more savage and 
sanguinary closing scenes. To the Canadian woods, to farm, Tom Sharron takes his wife- 
Mary- and their small boy Robbie, a sensitive youngster, who cannot accept killing as 
the natural law of existence- and a venison hunt has its emotional repercussions. Tom 
Sharron dies, in a forest fire, and Mary, alone with the boy, accepts the help of Fred 
Carter, as a hired hand, a grim, taciturn, coarse man- an indefatigable worker and before 
long dedicated to Mary. People talk and force his proposal, and her acceptance of it, 
but there are increasingly vicious scenes between them; Mary does not hide her physical 
distaste for Fred- and is passionately defensive of Robbie; Robbie is resentful; and Fred- 
who drinks when insecure- can be ugly and brutal. It is an unijerstanding country doctor 
who helps to explain them- to themselves- and each other- after Mary loses a baby (Fred 
thinks deliberately) and Fred rescues her under seemingly impossible circumstances.... 

A blowy drama of the northwoods, this is lashed by the furies of the natural world (fire S 
and flood and wind) as well as the personal demons of a proud woman, a bitter man, and it 

is all very forthright. The publishers are backing this as their leading spring novel- 

so it is to be watched. (Q) (1C:58-7817) 























April 30 


Smith, Shelley Harper 
RACHEL WEEPING $3.50 


"A Triptych"- three long short stories- strays from the suspense field, but 
not too far, since all of them rely on some fairly drastic deviations from the common- 
place. In The Idyll, the neat, careful lives of the Merrimans are interrupted by the 
disappearance of their nine year old girl- who walks off with a stranger, later learned 
to be a psycho escaped from a hospital. In Tho The Pleasant Life is Dancing Round, 
Oliver, charming, clever, loved at home and well liked everywhere, cannot shake off the 
pointlessness of the days which he finally chooses to end- with a rope. In The Climate 
of the Lost, @ young girl, the victim of a nomadic, nymphomanic mother, knows the innocence 
of a first love- and the perverse violation of her mother's lover.... Miss Smith handles 
her combustible situations with a certain discretion and achieves thereby effectively 
shattering results. (1C0:58-6174) 


NOTE 


In the section to follow, we have included several titles which are not- strictly 

speaking- mystery stories- and which are being published at a higher price. Notwith- & 
standing, their appeal is largely to the reader of the suspense story and we feel that 

they more properly belong in this category. 
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March lL 


Rutherford, Douglas Abelard-Schuman 
THE LONG ECHO $2.75 


eeooe and a lasting curse shadows an Italian altar painting, rediscovered 
after 200 years by Andrew Carson, who also finds more than a resemblance to the 
doomed girl who had modelled for the Sant Agata of the picture in beautiful Marise 
Beneadorno, 19. The old vendetta between two villages is revived- and Marise is its 
victim; the picture is defaced, and there is a murder, and Andrew is the unwitting 
agent in the harm which results. An undisguised romantic adventure- to which the 
local totems and taboos lend a certain character and credence. (LC: 57-12612) 


March 19 


Drachman, Theodore, M.D. Crown 
SOMETHING FOR THE BIRDS $2.95 


The instanteous death which overtakes the Rev. Smiley is finally identified- 
by a pathologist- as psittacosis (parrot fever) and with an outbreak other cases, as 
well as some fatalities from unnatural causes (murder) Johnny Mack, public health 
officer, makes a tracer which leads from bird to poppy seed- and a traffic in opium. 

A flurry of feathered friends- and enemies- and lightly styled. (LC: 58-8321) 


March 26 


Lanham, Edwin Harcourt, Brace 
MURDER ON MY STREET $3.50 


City editor of a New York City newspaper Bruce Carter has more than a 
story when his ten year old daughter Pam turns out to be the one who has seen a mur- 
derer. He has also a narcotics angle, a potential for blackmail, and the shift of 
policy on the newspaper to handle while he is trying to guard Pam and the hunt moves 
from Greenwich Village to Long Island before he - and Pam,- are safe. Real life. 
(LC: 58-5472) 


Pa fp 
March~68 pt 
a 


Arley, Catharine Random House 
WOMAN OF STRAW $3.50 


An intricate bit of intrigue surrounds unattached Hilde's breakaway froin 
Hamburg when she answers a matrimonial advertisement. Anton Korff, secretary-com- 
panion to fabulous Carl Richmond, adopts her, arranges her marriage to tyrannical 
Richmond, and her future as his widow. Richmond's death before they reach New York 
and the resulting investigation show Hilde her true place as a cat's paw and leave 
her to a last chance before she is completely victimized. From its assumptions, 
logical to grim. (IC: 57-10036) 


April 3 


Truss, Seldon Doubleday 
IN SECRET PLACES $2.95 


The super-sleuth, crime reporter Mr. Horace, and Intrepid Inspector Gidley 
of the Yard find secrets within secrets in unraveling an involuted yarn. It involves 
a beautiful and mysterious girl, her wealthy- politically successful lover, and an 
unscrupulous lawyer who would use her as a tool in his fortune-hunting scheme- until 
a brilliant artist intervenes and provides the tip-off, later the slip-up. Ac- 
ceptable. (LC: 58-8112) 
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April 15 





Henry, Will Random House 
RECKONING AT YANKEE FLAT $3.50 e 


Adventuring that finds its end in the finale of the "archdemon of the trails", 
Henry Plummer, whose long list of crimes grows during newspaperman William McCandles' 
pursuit. Posing as a fellow desperado, McCandless, after being accepted by Plummer, is 
paid off over Elly Bryan in a blizzard; a prisoner of the Crows brings Lisa to McCandles 
and a successful escape; gold at Alder Gulch, which becomes Virginia City, and Plummer, 
now married to Elly, spurs McCandles and other miners, to action, with his lawless assas- 
sinations. The old, rough West done to a robust turn. (1C:58-5278) 


April 16 
Caspary, Vera Harper 
THE HUSBAND $2.95 
* ... is Stuart Howell- a promoter- with a million dollar proposition on the 


line; his wife- after a few casual conversations- is Jean McVeigh whom he salvages after 
a suicide attempt- a young woman of few attractions but large assets. Jean's doubts- 

of Stuart's intentions- increase, as he tests her accident-proneness on a balcony, forges 
her signature on a $100,000 note, so that when confronted, exposed and humiliated, he 
becomes a more desperate- and deadly- opponent.... Not the allure of Laura, etc.,but 
rather for the Patricia Highsmith audience- an expertise of unpleasant characters and 
malevolent designs. (LC:58-6168) 


April 17 








Siller, Van Doubleday 
THE WIDOWER $2.95 e 


Architect and ex-urbanite Philip Sargent runs into local (and feminine )gossip 
and rumors when his wife Louise suicides and the reason for her action absorbs his 
neighbors and friends. Louise's sister is in an all out battle with newcomer, non- 
comformist, Mrs. Winters; Sargent is not only protecting Mrs. Winters but outfacing | 
murder charges; and catty claws are cut by the one who knows the truth. Pat. (LC 358-8113) 


April 24 


Haggard, William Little, Brown 
SLOW BURNER $3.00 


Slow Burner is a deadly form of nuclear energy, and the leakage of epsilon rays 
from a suburban villa suggests that it has been stolen- or duplicated- by an informer. 
Ex-commando Charlie Percival-Smith makes an entree into the house, via its attractive oc- 
cupant, while a more dangerous game is played out between Sir Jeremy, Permanent Secretary, 
and William Nichol, physicist on the project, who does not suspect that his life is in 
jeopardy until it is almost taken. A mild adventure story, the rather meagre elements are 
disguised by the proprieties of the background and some niceties of style. (LC:58-7860) 


April 25 





Heinlein, Robert A. Gnome 
METHUSELAH'S CHILDREN $3.00 







Through carefully controlled inbreeding, some 100,000 members of the Howard 
Families have achieved a life expectancy twice that of ordinary men and women- and this, ry 
when revealed, earns them the envy and enmity of the shorter-lived. Escaping, en masse 

in a space ship, they travel from one planet to another but cannot find another home until 

their final return to earth.... A genetic gambit- and inventive. 
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Plenty- And Little Enthusiasm 


There are a great many (too?) books reviewed below- but most of them are along special 
lines and predicate sbecial interests. The most marketable among them are perhaps 

the new Milovan Djilas LAND WITHOUT JUSTICE (Harcourt, Brace) on the basis of the 
surprise success of THE NEW CLASS; the publishers will push the Vincent Sheean bio- 
graphy of Verdi, ORPHEUS AT EIGHTY (Random House)- not a very good book but possibly 
commercial; and for pleasurable reading- a vanishing commodity- E.M. Almedingen's 


A VERY FAR COUNTRY (Appleton-Century-Crofts). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
March 17 


Marsh, John H. & Dodd, Mead 
Anson, Charles Lyman SKELETON COAST $3.50 


Another volume in the vast records of incident in World War II, this book 
tells of the trials endured by 63 passengers, officers and crew members of the Blue 
Star ship, Dunedin Star, marooned on the West Coast of Africa in November, 1942, when 
their ship was torpedoed. The Dunedin Star did not sink, drifting instead to a reef 
off the Coast of Loneliness, the Skeleton Coast, a desolate and deadly stretch of sand 
extending for 500 miles south from Angola to Wavis Bay. Radio messages alerted Wavis 
Bay of the disaster and the captain of the ship settled down on the reef to wait for 
help; then, afraid the ship might break up, sent his passengers, among them women and 
children, and some officers and crew members ashore by lifeboat, a perilous journey 
through pounding surf, staying in the ship himself with the rest of the crew. Those 
in the ship were taken off, but the beach party was not so lucky, for all attempts to 
rescue them by ship or plane failed and they nearly perished, lacking water, shelter, 
adequate food and nearly driven insane by the heat. At last a motor convoy from 
Wavis Bay arrived and after more unbelievable difficulties they reached safety. Based 
on personal narrative the book is not so much a tale of heroism as of the reactions 
of human beings to stress and peril, and although too long for its content is a read- 
able addition to annals of bravery- and also of cowardice. Its appeal is to devotees 
of tales of danger, as an addition to war libraries, and, although limited, it may 
also find a place in lending libraries. (LC: 58-6827) 


Koslow, Jules Nelson 
THE KREMLIN $5.00 


This first history of the Kremlin to be published in English traces the build- 
ing of the Kremlin and the city of Moscow along with the contiguous development of 
Russian power. Although Moscow and its Kremlin (which means citadel) were built in 
1147, it was not until the beginning of the 14th century that the city and its inter- 
ior city grew dominant when Moscow became Russia's actual capital under Ivan I. It 
was during Ivan's reign that the churches within the walls were constructed. Today 
there are few buildings within the Kremlin in their original state, but the overall 
appearance is of the late 15th and 16th centuries except for the Grand Kremlin Palace 
built by Nicholas I. The existing structure within the Kremlin spans a period of 600 
years - from 1330 to the erection of office buildings by the Communists. This account 
of the Kremlin as the expression of Russia's great Byzantine heritage, as the symbol 
of that country's brutal and tragic history, is engrossing, provides an ideal perspec- 
tive for a view of that land of paradox. (LC: 58-8019) 


Announcing for March 20 
Lawrence, D. H. Viking 
TWILIGHT IN ITALY $3.50 


A re-issue of these sensitive impressions of Italy which first appeared in 
1916 and has long been out of print. (LC: 58-7308) 
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March 21 


Teller, Edward & Criterion 
Latter, Albert OUR NUCLEAR FUTURE $3.50 


As expositors of nuclear energy the authors, to begin with the negative, do not 
offer political panaceas, broader perspectives of man's new magic-energy world, des- 
criptions of weapons or theories of scientific instruments little-known to the public. 
What, positively, do they do? They put in simple but meaningful terms the physical laws 
and phenomena of modern nuclear science. They proceed to emphasize the means by which 


radioactivity is destructive to living organisms, and the specific effects that it creates. 


They disclose just what risks and biological horrors radioactivity might entail in the 

event of atomic war or excessive fallout during fission tests. The statement is terse, 
grim, highly factual. It is designed to inform, not to warn or alarm; but it does warn 
and it does alarm- as it informs clearly and generously. Illustrated with half tones, 

maps and diagrams. (LC: 58-8783) 


Gleason, Duncan Devin -Adair 
THE ISLANDS AND PORTS OF CALIFORNIA $7.50 


A coverage of California coast areas, this is a guide and a background book for 
the many landing places and harbors, for each is described and often illustrated by the 
author. Heading from south to north the first section begins with the story of Santa 
Catalina and finishes up in the Farallones and Noonday Rocks. Part II begins with the 
"Plymouth of California", San Diego, and makes calls along the shore up to Humboldt Bay 


and Crescent City. There's history, events, specific features, boating clubs and types of 


activities in these long to short sketches of individual locations; there are charts for 
the islands; and the many illustrations are often from the author's paintings along with 
his drawings. A definite local market, this should also have an audience among the many 
yacht clubs and watercraft organizations. (1C:57-13358) 


March 24 


Bronowski, J. Messner 
SCIENCE AND HUMAN VALUES $3.00 





:, The creative spirit and devotion to truth which inform the scientist are identical 
to all those forces- whether in sociology, art or philosophy- which make for human progress 


and which, in themselves, comprise everything of value in the life of man. Science, 
properly understood, is the reverse of the chill, metallic specter that haunts the public 
mind. In these slim pages, Bronowski demonstrates his thesis with love, sensitivity and 

logic. He speaks, designed or not, for the growing intellectual community trying to link 
the humanistic traditions of Western civilization with the emerging technological man of 

tomorrow. Bronowski. is a writer of considerable felicity and variety (Poet’s Defense, 
William Blake, etc.) as well as an important mathematician in his own right. 


Bolles, Blair Norton 
THE BIG CHANGE IN EUROPE $5.95 


The author, formerly director of the Washington Bureau of the Foreign Policy 


Association and at present, foreign affairs specialist of the Toledo Blade, presents here, 
mainly in terms of personal experience, a comprehensive current history of Europe beginning 
with the first election of Eisenhower and the death of Stalin. Chapters are divided accord- 


ing to the countries being considered: Greece and Turkey, the guardians of the West; 
England, temperamentally better suited to the process of change than either Germany or 


France but economically ill-at-ease in the process; West Germany, whose strength comes from 


the revival of industry; Spain, whose insulation was destroyed after 1953 by the U.S., an 


insulation from which the U.S. hoped to profit; France, where change has been more profound 
than the change in most European countries. And in viewing Europe in terms of its people, 


he includes many portraits, some sketches of the notables of each country. The book is 


massive, best serves as a synthesis, as a reiteration of the necessity of, the inescapable 


need for Western interdependence. (LC 358-6353) 
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March 25 


Wister, Fanny Kemble- Ed. University of Chicago 
OWEN WISTER OUT WEST $5.00 


These recently discovered western journals of the author of The Virginian 
cover the years from 1885 to 1895 and range over a large part of the West, from Wyo- 
ming, where Wister first fell in love with the country and determined to write about 
it, through Oregon, Washington, California and Arizona. Edited by his daughter, the 
book also includes a biography of the novelist and some charming reminiscences of the 
editor's own youth, but its outstanding interest lies in the picture it gives of the 
"Old" West before the days of game laws, dude ranches and automobiles, when the cowboy 
was still king. Readers of The Virginian, even now America's outstanding cowboy novel, 
forerunner of countless "westerns" and horse-operas, will recognize in the book many 
incidents included in the novel; historians will enjoy it for some of the incidents 
reported, such as the comments on Custer made long before that “hero” had lost his 
luster. Of a distinct but limited appeal, the book will be a valuable contribution 
to all libraries of Western Americana and is a "must" for the reference shelves of 
writers of western fiction. Devotees of personal diaries and letters should also 
enjoy it, and it may even interest present-day inhabitants of the West. 


March 31 


Brean, Herbert Henry Holt 
HOW TO STOP DRINKING $2.95 


Herbert Brean who showed a lot of people How to Stop Smoking will now help 
them to lay off the hard stuff- providing they are not confirmed alcoholics. But, 
for the average drinker who wants to decelerate, here are some facts on why you drink, 
how you drink, when you drink- and what it does to you; on the imaginary ills of alco- 
hol and the real drinking problem "simple alcoholic deterioration" which hurts those 
around you probably more than it hurts you; and finally on how to achieve temperance- 
and or complete abstinence- in fourteen not-so-easy days.... The first book, on that 
allied addiction, did very well- and do not underestimate the disquieting appeal this 
will exert on a mass market- bottled in bond. (LC: 58-7638) 


Thorp, Raymond W. and Indiana University Press 
Bunker, Robert $3.75 
CROW KILLER: The Saga of Liver-Eating Johnson 


From the annals of the Mountain Men comes the checked (and double checked) 
biography of mountainous John Johnston (later Johnson) who is here presented as some- 
thing more than a man with an insane lust for killing Indians, specifically Crow. For 
Johnson's Flathead Indian wife, The Swan, had been scalped and killed, with her un- 
born child, by members of that tribe and Johnson, in the era of private grudges, 
carried on a terrifying tradition with his individual stamp - his victim had to know 
who killed him and that his killer was going to eat his liver. Johnson learned his 
trapping, hunting and trading lore from Old Hatcher, earned a reputation even before 
his vendetta, aided a Mrs. Morgan after the massacre of her family drove her crazy, 
and, when he found his murdered wife, made a rendezvous with his "kittle of bones" 
in its cache. This then follows a ferocious death trail, marked by endurance, escape 
and grim battle, vengeance too for old friends, and alliances with other Mountain Men 
against their Indian enemies. When the Crows helped the crazy Mrs. Morgan, he dropped 
his vendetta, joined them, and, after what must have been a strange tour in the Union 
Army, returned to find his free life disappearing. There was still some trapping, a 
term or two as a law officer (and his area was definitely safe), and a quiet death. 
Spectacular to repellent, this is a part of Western life as it must have been and, as 
such, is for the serious follower of this type of history. (LC: 58-8120) 


/ 
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March 31 


Hill, Amelia Leavitt Prentice-Hall 
GARDENS AND GROUNDS THAT TAKE CARE OF THEMSELVES $3.95 ‘= 


An attempt - and a nice try - to guide the home owner in planning and working 
for "automatic" gardening so that lack of time and hired help will not make his hobby 
impossible. With the first step to decide on the use of space and the use of different 
types of terrain, the second consideration is trees; then come foundation plantings, 
shrubs, the lawn, walks and drives, boundary plantings of hedges and climbing plants, 
flowers and vegetables, herbs and fruits and berries - with consideration given to 
whether it is a setting for a new house to be built or an established one. Other sections 
cover special projects (water and herb gardens, etc.), being sensible about tools, infor- 
mation on soils, plant foods, pests and diseases, and a working schedule for the winter. 
An over-all look at a favorite country sport, this requires close cooperation to make the 
"minimum labor" ideal work but should afford avid planners a sense of being soundly 
counselled. Illustrated. 


Bowra, C. M. 





World 
THE GREEK EXPERIENCE $6.00 


This first book of a planned 20 volume Jistories of Civilization Series, is 
an interpretive summation of Greek thought and culture between the time of Homer and the 
fall of Athens in 404 B.C. It unearths little new material, introduces no controversial 
interpretations but renews and compiles familiar judgments on Greek aesthetics, govern- 
ment, history, religion, drama, mythology and ethical values. For the scholar immersed in 
the subject it will offer little stimulus but for the neophyte this is a sound introduct- 
ory survey of the heroic outlook, the city and the individual, myth and symbol, imagina- 
tion and reality, the plastic vision and the place of reason. There are 64 half tone 
photographs of Greek architecture, sculpture, bas reliefs and ceramics. Heavily foot- 
noted, this has an index. 





March ?? 


Armitage, Isabelle and Merle Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
FIT FOR A QUEEN $4.00 


Fit For A King has known 18 years of publication and this is its new consort 
for the two Armitages combine to offer recipes and menus geared to an experimental cook, 
a hostess on the lookout for that different touch, and the busy housekeeper for whom 
shortcuts and domestic legerdemain are a boon. From dinners to lunches, roasts to 
canapes, soups to vegetables, fish to desserts, these are author-tested and vouched for, 
and suggestions for interesting accompaniments are in order for many of the dishes. For 
those who have worked with Armitage's earlier book this will have carte blanche and those \ 
who work with this will perhaps be attracted to the first. Among so many cook books this 
should find friends. (1LC:58-6765) 


Hubler, Richard G. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
SAC: The Strategic Air Command $4.50 


On V for Violence Day, SAC is the massive, ultimate-secret organization that 
will- it is hoped- blunt the edge of the enemy's attack and instantly counterattack with 
equal devastation. SAC is the promise of this country's security- and the assurance of 
the bloodiest vengeance in history (in a single atomic attack, the author speaks of 
50,000,000 casualties). Who has designed SAC, who is responsible for executing its 
multiple and alternative plans? How is it structured and run? In the immense concrete 
shelter in Nebraska where its headquarters are lodged, what communications may be given 
on an instant's notice, what information is stored? How do the overlords of SAC think 
and plan? What planes, rockets and other means of assault, detection, and self-defense 
have been available in the past- are now at work- will soon be in operational war? The 
presentation, granting an occasional lapse into drama, is as conclusive, varied, compre- 
hensible and timely as one could decently hope for. (1C:58-6771) 
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April 7 


Heal, Edith Dodd, Mead 
YOUNG EXECUTIVE'S WIFE $3.50 


Corporate P's and Q's for the distaff company annex put a fairly loose 
leash on milady as she provides a serene atmosphere for her executive. Protocol 
pointers predict the pitfalls of the company convention, the business clique and the 
weekend with the boss, and generally advise on propriety under the drier, in the sub- 
urban public eye. The tone is conformist and cautionary but the situations described 
are universal. In toto- a manifesto of tactful tactics to guide the inexperienced 
in the minefield of corporate politics. The market here will be the wives of the 
bright young men in grey flannel suits. (LC: 58-8293) 


Roberts, Kenneth Doubleday 
THE BATTLE OF COWPENS $3.50 


In this brief account of a revolutionary battle important in its effect on 
waning American morale Kenneth Roberts amply displays all the narrative gifts that 
made him a master of historical writing. The battle in the Carolinas between Morgan 
and the colorful English rake Banastre Tarleton was marked by mistakes on both sides, 
but its ultimate importance was in dashing the chances of England to separate the 
North from the South and it is to make this point that Roberts wrote this slim book 
which reads like research for a longer and more ambitious effort. Although this 
106 page book illustrated with maps and portraits is excellent of its kind, it 
seems overpriced for any but the most ardent Roberts fans. (LC: 58-8107 ) 


Schiffers, Dr. Heinrich Putnam 
THE QUEST FOR AFRICA $5.00 


This translation from the German is an account of the two thousand years 
of exploration and, of necessity, is indicative of the history of the Dark Continent. 
It compasses its vast area in 7 parts:- the Nile and the Sudan; the sea coasts; 
from the South Cape to the interior; central Africa; down South, Equatoria; from 


the Mediterranean to Lake Chad: it details voyages, expeditions, missionary dis- 


coveries: it underlines the remarkable state organizations that existed before 
white intervention. The challenge to find the sources of the Nile, the multitude 
of European interests, the barriers of mountains, deserts - and the people, the 
wealth in gold, virgin forests, ivory and slaves, the foundations of the various 
states, the individual stories of achievements against all odds, - all this, and 
more, offers a concentrated background study for events of today. A book for the 
student of history, this has its value in its assemblage of material and its care- 
ful attention to fact, which more than compensate for some awkwardnesses in trans- 
lation. Illustrations and maps. (LC: 58-8063) 


Moraes, Frank Macmillan 
YONDER ONE WORLD $3.50 


The author, an Indian educated in England, is particularly qualified to 
write this study of India, China and Japan's past, present, future and their rela- 
tions to the West. Starting off with the premise that the Industrial Revolution 
brought democracy to the West, he goes on to state that it is science which separ- 
ates West from East; that with the West's help Asia must aim towards modernization 
through small-scale industrial development that will utilize its vast labor force 
rather than try to ape Western mechanization. Aside from the admirably clear 
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capsule histories of China, India and Japan, Moraes treats with a calm lack of 

prejudice and an impressive knowledge of economics and political philosophy controversial 
topics such as colonialism, religion and the future of communism and democracy. Here is 
a useful, timely and provocative book. (1C0:58-6962) 


April 8 


Schimmel, William B. Macmillan 
WATERCOLOR: The Happy Medium $6.50 


» « « is also one requiring mastery of its implements. This is a book on 
technique which propounds no philosophy but makes valuable suggestions on brush control, 
application of washes, useful equipment, and concentrates on the importance of value as 
the key to ultimate success. In many ways it parallels the Eliot O'Hara books, in others 
it is fresh. The author deals especially effectively with the problems of foreground and 
distance, with specific, well-taught, step-by-step procedures to broaden the flexibility 
of brush work. He does not counsel on the use and control of different grades of paper 
or deal extensively with color. But on value and brush basis his book is strong. 


April 9 4% 


Cussler, Margaret Harcourt, Brace 
THE WOMAN EXECUTIVE 1 G4, a= $5 

- - « discussed here has a staff of at least three or four employees and earns 
above $4000 yearly. First hand research by the author, interviewing women executives in 
five metropolitan areas of the Eastern seaboard, debunks the glamour magazine and public 
relations view of the chill, chic automaton. It tallies the costs and forfeits of 
prestige and the large paycheck; analyzes how she got where she is; gives the comments of 
male colleagues and husbands. Off her pedestal, in the office, prototype "successes” 
analyze their upward climb. For some war brought opportunity and equal rights. For 
others a protoge relationship to company directors helped. Retirement faces the single 
and married women. Here they tell of the preparation, the hope for useful community 
service -- and the fear that "You Can't Go Home Again". The author draws on studies by 
others for a composite view which should interest many on various rungs of the success 
ladder. (LC:58-8575) 


Djilas, Milovan +p Harcourt, Brace 
LAND WITHOUT JUSTICE va $5.75 


* In this first volume of his autobiography, Djilas, former vice-president of 
Yugoslavia and author of the historically important best-seller The New Class, deals 
with his life up to the time he departed for the university at eighteen. As readers of 
The New Class. know, Djilas, a Communist, is highly critical of present Communist states, 
and in his autobiography he carries his search for the ideal state of justice back to 
earlier times when he was a youth and studies the harsh environment and heroically proud 
people of turbulent Montenegro that formed him into an intellectual and leader of the 
revolution. It is a brutal and primitive portrait that he paints, filled with dramatic 
history and people, recorded with an unsentimental eye and a poet and philosopher's pen. 
Although overly detailed and repetitious, this is an unusual document by virtue of its 
subject and its author's world importance. (LC:58-8574) 
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April 14 


Burke, Judge Louis H. & McGraw-Hill 
The Gordons WITH THIS RING $3.95 


A California Judge looks back over the domestic relations cases in which 
he mediated in a Conciliation Court where, after a short time, he worked out a Re- 
conciliation Agreement which was successful about half the time. Certainly, in the 
cases personalized here, there are some very common conflicts- articulated, analyzed 
and resolved; whether it is the reluctance to permit a more mature love to replace 
the initial romantic excitement; sexual difficulties; jealousy; the other woman- or 
man; gambling or drinking; anger and abuse; money; children- or in-laws. All of 
these issues, involving husband v. wife, have an obvious human interest- and the 
Judge's handling of them is helpful- in many instances heartening- and perhaps for 
others prophylactic. (LC: 58-7413) 


April 15 


Fleming, Ian Macmillan 
THE DIAMOND SMUGGLERS $3.50 


Some scattered, baguette-sized reminiscences of "John Blaize" who for several 
years worked with the International Diamond Security Organization to put an end to 
smuggling- these were told to Ian Fleming and appeared originally as a series of arti- 
cles in England. Along with some of the finer points on the tools and techniques of 
the traffic, the mine security measures (not too successful), etc.,Mr. Fleming- or 
Blaize- is most interesting when reporting on a particular case or character; the 
fabulous fence, Monsieur Diamant, who operated in Europe for some thirty years; 
Patterson, a lone operator, who sat on a fortune in loose diamonds and attempted 
to fly some 40,000 pounds worth out of the country; secret agents, confidence men, 
and always- the compliant natives.... The background to some of the material which 
Fleming has used so effectively in his thrillers- authenticated for the true crime 


fancier. (LC: 58-8369) 


April 16 
Marsh, Dorothy B. and Brock, Carol Harper 
THE GOOD HOUSEKEEPING PARTY BOOK $4.95 


Indoors, outdoors, in the house and on the lawn here goes the hostess through 
her paces of teas, brunches, barbecues, buffet and formal dinners with fairly exhaust- 
ing preparation of decor, menus, invitations, etc. Much of the material is helpful-- 
some of it is inane. There are parties for everybody on occasions ranging from the 
two-year old's birthday to a wine-tasting spree. The parties sound labored to us -- 
though the editors insist they're a snap. This is for the hostess who keeps a card 
file on her parties and guests and likes her asparagus sprinkled with toasted almonds. 
The Good Housekeeping name will assure sales and for libraries it is a worthwhile 
addition to the shelf of culinary calisthenic books. 


Evans, Capt. Jack and Morrow 
Dudley, Ernest THE FACE OF DEATH $3.75 


This account, told in the first person, records an interior journey height- 
ened by deeds of daring, courage and war-time adventure. Evans, because he was born 
in France, was selected by British Intelligence for sabotage work behind German and 
Vichy lines. He was trained as a paratrooper and secret agent but before he was sent 
into France the government discovered that he was only 16. He was returned to Lon- 
don and, sometime later, he was transferred to a commando outfit, taught to kill in 
a variety of ways and was sent on a number of reconnaissance raids along the coast of 
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France. He was later assigned as a secret agent to a parachute regiment in North Africa, 
was captured and,posing merely as a paratrooper, was interned at Stalag 3 near the 
Polish border. Near the end of the war he was released and returned to England. But, 

at 21, he was totally unfit for repatriation. He had known nothing but war long before 
his time; he was fitted for nothing else. He had a succession of meaningless jobs, 
attempted suicide once, never contacted his parents who believed him dead. He finally 
returned to France to enter a seminary there; he left shortly after and when Dudley 
again met up with him, he had joined the French Army and was about to leave for North 
Africa. Evans' story is more pitiful than tragic; his is a tale of one unprepared for 
and overwhelmed by events. (1C:58-7584) 


April 17 


Kain, Ida Jean & Doubleday 
Gibson, Mildred B. STAY SLIM FOR LIFE $3.95 


A non-faddy approach to non-fatty fare counts calories- and makes a healthful 
most of them, along with some special recommendations for coronary cases- but the market 
is certainly much wider since,in a push-button age, less physical activity has resulted 
in more overweight at all age levels. Menus are planned- at both a higher and lower 
price level; there are gourmet meals; and most of the book provides individual recipes- 
from soups to sweets- which will add interest to the rigors of the regime. Both weight 
reduction and the maintenance of that reduction are considered. The audience is constant 
and calculable. Illustrated with line drawings. (LC:58-5945) 


Monkman, Noel a Doubleday 
FROM QUEENSLAND TO THE GREAT BARRIER REEF 4 /| \° $4.50 


Although this book is subtitled A Naturalist's Adventures in Australia, the 
author, an Australian and a Fellow of the Royal Microscopical Society, is not so much 
practicing naturalist as lecturer, writer, photographer and collector of animals from 
the 30-foot Australian man-eating crocodile to diatoms and corals. With his specially 
built caravan and trailer, his cameras and his wife Kitty, he has ranged Australia from 
south to north, fighting mosquitoes, trapping crocodiles, shooting pigs, photographing 
birds and ants, wasps and bees, and, with underwater camera and aqualung, exploring the 
multiple plant and animal life of the Great Barrier Reef. The undersea photographs here 
reproduced do not equal those of some other writers in the field but the photo-micro- 
graph pictures of minute animal and plant life will fascinate amateur naturalists and 
may appeal to professionals; the narrative itself, marred at times by overwriting and 
sentimentality, should interest many armchair explorers who have never seen a coral reef. 
Not aimed at practicing biologists, these adventures should be an excellent outside text 
for students of biology and photography, appeal to readers interested in rare animals, 
travel and life “down under", and should find a place in school and college scientific 
libraries. Illustrated. (L1C:58-5949) 


0 be A 
Zabel, Morton Dauwen-Fd. bs Doubleday 
? THE ART OF TRAVEL by Henry Jame $5.50 


From five travel books long out of print comes this scenic study in five parts. 
James' enthusiasts may renew impressions of Saratoga, Newport, Quebec and Niagara of the 
1870's, of England's docks and cathedrals and abbeys, of smiling French country side and 
spectacles from Chartres to Carcassonne of the same period. The lover of Italy engraved 
his enthusiasm for Florence, Siena, Venice, Capri, Assisi, Perugia and Rome in a series 
of travel essays from 1873 to 1900. The American who became a British subject returned 
to his native land and recorded impressions of New England, New York, Newport, Boston, 
Concord, Salem and Washington. A fastidious pilgrim's report. 
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April 18 


Kittermaster, Michael Abelard-Schuman 
KATAKALA $3.50 


»..is a portrait of an "imaginary" African District under a British protec- 
torate and consists of a series of views of several aspects, some humorous, some piti- 
ful, of the district: the unreliable lake steamer, commandeered by an erratic Scan- 
dinavian, which carried all kinds of passengers - African laborers, traders, civil 
servants, missionaries; the queer inhabitants of the lake shore - strange, bizarre 
European importations - diamond seekers, crocodile hunters and the usual tropic 
drunkards; the missionaries of several sects competing for and being used by the 
wily natives; and the matchless, altogether ridiculous, behavior of the British staff 
when confronted with a situation for which there was no precedent. This is a portrait 
drawn in hindsight, tinged by the author's nostalgic remembrance of things as they 
were, and with the advent of progress, as they are no longer. (IC: 58-6426) 


Thelwell Dutton 
ANGELS ON HORSEBACK $2.95 


Imported from England this collection of humorous illustrations - they do 
not quite come under the head of cartoons - is primarily concerned with equine-human 
relations, although there are moments when other animals and machines create visually 
- amusing situations. The first section, the title of the book, regards, with a some- 
what trembling eye, the results of fearless youthful riders and their equally uncon- 
querable mounts in more than one hilarious sketch: the other sections depart from 
Thelwell's own breed of horseflesh to a run through of other comic episodes. If 
these have delighted the readers of Punch, the riding ring set here will acknowledge 
a shared interest. Veddy good. 


April 21 


Cheney, Michael Sheldon Ballantine 
BIG OIL MAN FROM ARABIA $4.95 


An untrammeled accountof seven years spent in Saudi Arabia- five working 
for Aramco- is a personal, and not too probingly political, view of the country- 
and the company and his own work there. Arriving at Aramco's Pentagon in the desert 
in 1948- the next years were to witness all kinds of touchy situations from which 
Aramco, and Cheney's story, cannot be divorced-- the Arab-Israeli war, Nasser's 
encroachment, the British-French fiasco at Suez, and within Arabia itself- the 
changing socio-economic status of the country which the development of oil has 
brought about. After a short briefing on Arab relations (hands off), Cheney was 
assigned to processing construction camp personnel for a year; did a stint in the 
desert at a construction camp working on the Trans-Arabian pipeline; came back to 
marry- and to get a P.R. job as company dragoman and official escort which involved 
some rugged touring; then became a writer- no sinecure either- until his decision 
to return home. He has quite a bit to say about a lot of things- and manages a 
lively commentary on this world within a world, while his style has its natural 
resources- humor and pace. Men will enjoy it. (LC: 58-8568) 


Lewis, Oscar Holt 
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF THE WEST $5.00 


This badly arranged and lengthy compilation by the author of four other 
books, including Sea Routes to the Gold Fields and The Town That Laughed Itself To 
Death, deals with the West Coast of America rather than the real West, (which so far 
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as the author is concerned seems to end with the Rocky Mountains, a fact mentioned 

neither in title nor introduction). A hodgepodge of quotations from Western records 
strung on a thread of inadequate historical comment, the book starts with the 16th s 
century journals of Castenada, one of Coronado's soldiers, and Cabeza de Vaca, takes in 
the first English navigators to reach California, bows to the Russian fur traders and 

then ranges where it pleases without regard to chronology or geography. Included are 
quotations from the Lewis & Clark journals and Fremont but nothing from Gregg's classic 

of the Santa Fe Trail, The Commerce of The Pirates, nor from the Whitman Oregon journals 
or the records of Pike or Long; no mention is made of the Mormons. Chunks of Mark Twain's 
Roughing It are included but no word from Parkman's Oregon Trail. (The gold finds in 
California and other parts of the West are given much space but it would appear that the 
author never heard of the 1859 gold rush to Colorado.) Many of the narratives are inter- 
esting and readable, others dull; the author's own comments are badly written and some- 
times historically inaccurate. Too long for the casual reader, notable for its omissions 
as much as for its inclusions, the book will infuriate all hard-working historians and 
students of the real American West. Index - no bibliography. (1C0:58-7644) 


April 21 


Weems, John Edward Holt 
THE FATE OF THE MAINE $3.95 


---is a biography of that ill-fated ship, a disappointment from the time of 
its launching in 1890 to its final and fatal misfortune in Havana Harbor in January 1898. 
The reconstruction of events before, during and after the explosion and sinking is drawn 
from eyewitness reports, numerous documents and the court inquiry record. The Maine as 
part of the naval expansion program begun in the early 1880's, was the first U.S. warship 
designed by naval architects and built in a government shipyard. Less than two hours 
after the ship went out on her own in November 1895 she was disabled, and this was followed 
by a series of mishaps. But because of its prestige, the Maine was summoned to Havana 
supposedly to protect American citizens there. The decision of the U.S. Sampson court of 
inquiry, investigating the sinking, coincided with the inflamed feeling of the nation and 
supported the view that the explosion was caused externally. But, of course, all logic 
and the temperance of hindsight made this extremely unlikely. Nevertheless, the Maine 
incident served its purpose, became the cause of what would, subsequently, have happened 
anyway. The elucidation here is most able, includes a plethora of detail which even devotees 
would prefer to skip, such as the ship's log and a listing of all officers and crew of the 
Maine. Illustrated. (LC:58-7650) 


Campbell, Alexander Knopf 
THE HEART OF INDIA $5.00 


The author of The Heart of Africa offers a similar guide through this "land of 
snowy mountains and rich river valleys, of baking plains and deserts, of thick jungles 
and palm fringed coasts". Through Delhi, Meerut, Benares, Bombay, Calcutta, Kashmir, 
Pakistan ordinary people and some great men speak for themselves - police on hunger 
strikes, village messiahs, mystics, peasants, taxi drivers, artists, professional and 
business men, intellectuals, fanatics, Muslims, Hindus - illustrating the two main facts 
of India: religion and poverty. This is a recording, personal in nature, heightening the 
dichotomy between India's spiritualism and materialism, its Socialism and its adherence 


to caste. (10:58-6530) * 





February 15, 1958 Non-fiction -171- 
April 21 


Root, Waverley Knopf 
THE FOOD OF FRANCE $10.00 


A gastronomical tour of France, includes, along with the specialties of 
each region, a good deal of other incidental intelligence which ranges over the coun- 
try covered, its history and landscape and architecture and customs. Always relating 
the cuisine to the land which evolved it - the soil, the climate, and the particular 
resources of the country, this proceeds from the domain of butter- the Touraine, the 
areas bordering on the Seine, the flatlands, Normandy, Brittany, the Bordeaux country 
and Burgundy, on to Alsace-Lorraine, the Limousin, Languedoc, Provence, down to the 
Riviera- and finally to Corsica-- and along of course along with the characteristic 
dishes, the special wines and cheeses are indicated. The appendix lists not only 
the restaurants in Paris where these foods can be enjoyed- but also the best restaur- 
ants in the regions toured... Obviously a book for the more cultivated gourmet- and 
at the price something of a luxury. (LC: 57-10310) 


Jung, Gs G. Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
THE UNDISCOVERED SELF - $3.00 


This brilliant little essay on modern man's predicament is an expansion of 
the article which appeared in the Atlantic. Here Jung argues that under the pressures 
of totalitarian governments, of institutionalized religion in the west, as well as 
under the rule of rational scientific thought, modern man has lost contact with his 
instinctual life. It is only by searching self-knowledge, releasing a constant flow 
of the dynamism of the unconscious into a well-prepared consciousness, that man can 
avert catastrophe. The catastrophe stems from a split personality, be it that of 
the neurotic, or that of warring ideologies. Jung sees no easy answer- but he places 
all his faith in the individual - on whom a whole world depends and in whom "if we 
read the Christian message aright, even God seeks his goal”.... A message which .- 
will perhaps find an audience beyond Jung's special following. (LC; 58-7854) 


April 22 


Gifford, Edward S., Jr. Macmillan 
THE EVIL EYE $4.95 


An ophthalmologist has assembled- from many cultures and through many cen- 
turies- the many beliefs in the powers of the evil eye, the dangers and ills ascribed 
to it, as well as other folklore and known facts connected with vision. From the 


' earliest beliefs to those that still endure, this is a compendium of charges made 


against the evil eye; against fascinators (women, rather than men) and those sus- 
ceptible; of protective prayers, talismans, rites; of pagan and Christian gods and 
saints governing vision- and miraculous cures; and of the disturbances of psychic 
origin- more frequent in the eye than elsewhere- affecting this sense as well as 

the changes brought about by sexual stimuli..... Symbolism, superstition, shibboleth 
as well as scientific knowns contribute the many curiosa here for those who share 
this very special interest- or for reference. (LC: 58-6210) 


i as Macmillan 


LaSasso, Wilma Reiva Hea 
THE ALL-ITALIAN COOKBOOK | 3 Pit $4.50 
A new Italian cookbook gives very many traditional dishes (along with their 
regional-historical origins), makes few concessions and cuts few corners, and will 
enable you to serve up meals far superior to the Buttoni-Ronzoni box-top versions. 
From antipasti to pasta and risotti, primi piatti (main courses) on to dolci, there 
are also sections on salads, sauces, breads and interesting beverages- and the some- 
times unpronouncable delectables offer a highly savory cuisine. It will attract the 
more experienced and enterprising cook. (LC: 58-6731) 
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Prescott, H.F.M. Macmillan 
ONCE TO SINAI $5.00 


This scholarly and beautifully written book by the author of the best-selling 
novel, The Man On The Donkey, is a continuation of the pilgrimage journals of Friar 
Felix Fabri, of which the first volume, Jerusalem Journey, also translated and retold 
by Miss Prescott, told of Felix's pilgrimage to that city in 1483. Many made the journey 
to Jerusalem -- Chaucer's Wife of Bath had been there three times -- but few to Mount 
Sinai, which involved a long and difficult desert trek by camel and donkey-back. Leaving 
Jerusalem late in the summer of 1483 Friar Felix and a score of other pilgrims made the 
pilgrimage to Sinai, from there going to Cairo and Alexandria and by spice-galley to 
Venice; from Venice Felix returned by way of the Alps to Ulm and the Dominican monastery 
of which he was a member, where he died in 1502. Humorous, kindly, pious and insatiably 
inquisitive, an explorer of the breed of Kinglake, Doughty and Gertrude Bell, Felix poked 
his way into odd spots, climbed mountains, got lost, talked with robbers, Mamlukes, slaves 
and ship-captains, and noted it all in his journals, here superbly translated and annotated 
together with excerpts from other journals and bound together with the author's own 
comments. A travel narrative comparable to Fothen and Arabia Deserta. This will have a 
limited but continuing appeal and delight literate readers of many kinds, and should find 
& permanent place on the shelves of all libraries sheltering works of travel, history and 
plain scholarship. Illustrated, bibliography, notes, index. (LC:58-8470) 


Macmillan 
THE AMARYLLIS MANUAL 5} |, 1 $7.50 


Traub, Hamilton F. 


A work and reference book for the dedicated amateur or the established profes- 
sional assembles an authoritative amount of information on this one species that goes 
all the way from the international history of the cultivated plants to marketing and 
standards, exhibitions and the cultural assets of this horticultural specialty. There is 
the physiology. of the amaryllis, divisions and types of the cultivated, breeding methods 
in regard to variation and inheritance traits, disease and insects and their control, and 
propagation and amaryllis culture in maturity and maintenance, for the main part of the 
book: there are 7 appendices - of chromosome numbers, nomenclature, generic and sub- 
generic diagnoses, organization, nurseries and dealers, commercial sources, a glossary 
of terms - and there is a bibliography. There will be 1 color frontispiece and 31 black 
and white illustrations. An elegant sufficiency for the specialist. 


April 23 5/5 
rf 


Wilson, Eugene & Harcourt, Brace 
Bucher, Charles COLLEGE AHEAD! $3.95 


For high school students- and undoubtedly their concerned parents- an intro- 
ductory perspective which will tell you “how to discover your strengths and weaknesses, 
how to match your qualifications to college requirements, how to investigate colleges, 
and how to apply". The authors discuss individual abilities- and how they are gauged; 
the high school years and choice of curriculum; college costs- and ways in which they can 
be alleviated; and finally the types of colleges and programs (in general terms) which 
will meet your special interests and abilities, particularly if a vocational choice has 
already been made. Visiting colleges (when, and what to look for) and making your applica- 
tions completes this guidance given by a dean of admissions and a professor of education. 
A preliminary- to be used with and by students preferably before their senior year. (IC; 


58-8577) 
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April gE0 5 | 4 


Meyer, Hazel Lippincott 
THE GOLD IN TIN PAN ALLEY $3.95 


Devoted to the “business of songs", this is an ample account of popular 
music's backgrounds, from Revolutionary beginnings, which were mostly borrowings, on 
to the complicated world of radio, TV, juke boxes and records. From the melodies 
that stirred the people in the Civil War to the new aspects that turned from patri- 
otism to entertainment, this shows how Tin Pan Alley evolved on West 28th Street, 
how the music publishing firms grew and how song pluggers made their entrance. From 
this simple kind of song writing and publishing to the intricate operations of ASCAP 
and BMI, to the days of the disk jockey and Record Row and even wilder and more un- 
predictable liaisons with moving pictures, TV and advertising, the A. & R. man, rock 
and roll, the story is laced with incidents not only of songs that were hits but of 
the people involved, the happenings behind successes - and failures. Even the ama- 
teur song writer has his place - he couldn't be more repulsive to the professional in 
the business, and all the organizations that are part of the story, "payolla”, 
singers, instrumentalists, bands, shows and wars, come into the act. Good cover- 
age is a comparatively little known field. (LC: 58-8670) 


Packe, Michael St. John Little, Brown 
ORSINI: The Story of a Conspirator $5.00 


The biographer of John Stuart Mill treats here in a remarkably inclusive 
but restrained fashion of that man of great resource and daring, a visionary and 
arch conspirator, the mercurial Felice Orsini, the would-be assassin of the Emperor 
Louis Napoleon III. Orsini was born in 1819 at Meldola in the Romagna, a region 
noted for its turbulent, fiery, resolute breed of men. His father had been a mem- 
ber of the secret Carbonari; Felice was to follow his revolutionary bent as part 
of the Italian Risorgimento. As compatriot of Mazzini, Garibaldi, Medici, Orsini 
became embroiled in a series of fantastic plottings throughout southern Europe. 


He was imprisoned, pending execution, in the fortress of Montua, from which he es- 


caped boldly, ingeniously. In London and Paris, in conspiracy with the English 
Dr. Bernard, the assassination of the Emperor was plotted, which,ineffectually 
planned, clumsily failed. Orsini and his equally ill-fated companion justly paid 
with their lives. A detached, undramatized telling, but this strange 19th century 
figure emerges vividly from the periphery of events. (LC: 58-7857) 


April 2h 


Fassett, Agatha Houghton, Mifflin 
THE NAKED FACE OF GENIUS $5.00 


This is a poignant and highly personal account of the tragic last years in 
the life of the great composer, Bela Bartok, uprooted from Hungary by his hatred of 
Nazism and deposited in an indifferent America. The author, apparently by chance, 
met the Bartoks at the home of a mutual friend and she became a fairly close friend 
of Ditta, his wife, while admiring- if at a greater distance- the aloof, sarcastic, 
but compelling man of genius- Bela. She gives a wonderfully intimate picture of the 
man- as well as the artist, never really reconciled to the loss of his native country, 
slowly dying of leukemia. Bartok, never easy to live with, only came to life in 
America when- almost too late- he received recognition from Koussevitsky, Menuhin, 
and others who commissioned his last- and some of his greatest- works.... Miss 
Fassett has written a very moving book and has managed to bring to life the sense 
of greatness- with all its paradoxes of pride and humility, withdrawal and intensity- 
Bartok transmitted to those who knew him. His many admirers- as well as a more gen- 
eral audience- will find that she has achieved a fine portrait of an artist. (LC:58-7304) 
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April 24 


Cunliffe, Marcus Little, Brown = 
GEORGE WASHINGTON, MAN AND MONUMENT $4.00 


This compact and readable addition to the vast mass of literature on George 
Washington tells of the creation of a legendary "Washington Monument,” "a metaphysical 
myth, growing with the years," under which the man himself is buried; it is also an 
attempt, and a successful one, to disinter, "a good man, not a saint, a competent soldier, 
not a great one, an honest administrator, not a statesman of genius." Working against 
a background of documents, portraits and historical fact, the author tells of Washington's 
birth, education or lack of it, early military campaigns, marriage, and how he came to be 
thurst into the right place at the right time for his country's welfare, ending with his 
Presidency and death. By no means beloved by all his contemporaries but a man who could 
learn from his mistakes, Washington was endowed with cloying greatness by myth rather 
than his own abilities. Parson Weems began this myth with his cherry tree and similar 
inventions and pious and credulous men and women helped its growth, turning an honest 
and sometimes confused man into a god who could do no wrong. This book, in no sense one 
of "debunking," is not merely a well-written biography of a man who achieved fame as much 
through circumstance and by reason of outstanding ability, but is also a succinct account 
of many of the incidents and personalities of the War of Independence. It should be 
welcomed by admirers of Washington who are tired of the sacrosanct air surrounding him and 
by readers of American history and biography; it should also find a place in public, 
historical and college libraries and, of course, in all collections of "Washingtoniana.”" 


(LC : 58-7859) 
April 25 


Almedingen, E. M. Appleton-Century-Crofts 
A VERY FAR COUNTRY $4.95 


* I found this enchanting reading. It is a great love story, but it is far more, 
for in these pages, drawn from the "commonplace books" kept by the author's grandmother, 
in her letters, her journals and the marginalia of her Bible, one finds recreated the 
"far country" she traversed, in place and time. The greater part of the 19th century 
compassed her life; English-born, and living a strange sort of life, with a father who 
thought that fate had bequeathed an income to him and who provided not at all for his 
family; with a mother who was an invalid; with sisters and brothers so much older that 
they seemed another family- and one sister and one brother who were close, Ellen met and 
married a Russian, owner of vast estates, a literary man. It was a love match, and through 
the ups and downs of incredible wealth and the depth of poverty, they were rich in their 
love, their shared interests, their family. The story, as it goes from England to Russia, 
back and forth across the Continent, is told against successive wars and perils from war 
and revolution. The incidents, drawn from primary sources, are hauntingly real, there's 
magic in the telling, and the people come into being in your mind and heart. It is a 
book one longs to share with an appreciative audience. (1C:58-7832) 


Weissberg, Alex Criterion 
DESPERATE MISSION $4.95 


In 1944 Joel Brand, a leader of the Hungarian Jewish Underground, received an 
offer from Colonel Eichmann, the commissioner for the liquidation of the Jews in Europe, 
to sell one million Jews at $2.00 a head. Contacting the Jewish Agency in Constantinople, 
Brand set off on his mission to raise the money. To his horror the allies and his own 
people refused to believe the German offer. His mission failed, but he did succeed in 
bringing to the world's attention the real facts of the Germans' campaign to murder all 
European Jews. The first portion of this book is told in Brand's own words and tells of 
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his underground activities, the tangled web of his negotiations with the Gestapo, 
his mission ending in a British prison and his stay in Palestine. In the second 
part, the author tells what was happening meanwhile in Hungary, Washington and a 
Swiss border town in the futile effort to save the Jews. In spite of the documen- 
tation the events described seem hard to believe--did Himmler use Brand's mission 
as a peace offering to the Allies? Did the British sabotage the mission because 
they couldn't find room for the million Jews? The minutely detailed accounts of 
converstions, the intricate explanations of the organization of the underground and 
the various Jewish agencies rob the book of the drama and tragedy inherent in its 
subject matter. A selection of the Jewish Book Guild of America, this would seem 
to be the extent of its popular appeal. (1C:58-5450) 


April 25 


Lederman, Martin i Dutton 
THE SLIM GOURMET'S SOUP BOOK $2.95 


"More than 500 Ideas for Mixing and Garnishing Everyday Canned Soups into 
Personal and Exciting Soup Creations- Summer Soups and Winter Soups- Chilled Soups 
and Hot Soups- Nourishing Soups and Slimming Soups- Together with Guides to Menu 
Planning and to the Use of Leftovers, Spices, Herbs and Wines"- now you know that 
the soup's on and served up with quite a flourish- by that literary epicure. Using 
five primary bases (consomme, tomato, chicken, vegetable and clam chowder), Lederman 
has converted them into many, many interesting variations, combined them with left- 
overs and the appropriate wines and seasonings, and contributed some nutritional 
information about the virtues as well as pleasures of soups. A special specialty- 
and his name will add a certain culinary cachet. (LC:58-7815) 


Sheean, Vincent Random House 
ORPHEUS AT EIGHTY $5.00 


This is a windy, wordy version of the life of Verdi which begins at the 
apogee of his career, his triumph in Milan when Macbeth and later Othello were 
produced and thunderously applauded. Sheean uses this last year as a point of return- 
in flashbacks- to his hard peasant boyhood; his first romantic operas; his periods 
in Paris and St. Petersburg; his retirement from music for sixteen years to his farm, 
at which time he developed close relations with the Resorgimento Movement, and friend- 
ships with Garibaldi, Mazzini and Cavour; and his final re-emergence at the top of 
his form with the Requiem Mass which was only to be surpassed by his two last operatic 
masterpieces.... What Sheean lacks in musical insight, he makes up for with enthusiasm- 
and historical perspective. But somehow Verdi, as an artist, escapes him. Between 
the two names however- this sort of popularization has possibilities for the commercial 
market now and the screen later, and it's colorful enough. 


April 28 
Fletcher-Stanwell, Theodora G. Dodd, Mead 
CLEAR LANDS AND ICY SEAS $4.00 


As part of her work on a natural history of the North, the author took a 
trip to the Eastern Arctic aboard a ship belonging to the Hudson's Bay Company. 
Along with HBC personnel, Canadian government scientists and two Wisconsin tourists, 
Mrs. Fletcher travelled a thousand miles from Montreal down the St. Lawrence, up the 
wild Atlantic coast along Labrador, through the great ice fields of Hudson Straits 
and Ungava Bay, up to Arctic Baffin Island, halfway down eastern Hudson Bay and 
across it to Churchill. This book with its descriptions of the strange and often 
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magnificent Sub-Arctic land and waters, flower and fauna, should exert its chief appeal 
to those readers interested in natural history, since with its calm narrative and chatty 
tone it is by no means an adventure-travel book. (1C:58-8282) & 


April 28 


Pickering, James S. Dodd, Mead 
1001 QUESTIONS ANSWERED ABOUT ASTRONOMY $5.00 


From- how long is a day on Venus, to more complicated concepts such as trigono- 
metric parallax- this is an arsenal of information assembled by an astronomer at the 
Hayden Planetarium. The 1001 questions are topically arranged (and indexed for ready 
reference) - and range over the heavens- the sun, moon, planets, meteors and comets, 
eclipses and motions, stars and constellations, the galaxies, as well as radio astronomy 
and physics, rockets and satellites, and the men (in brief biographical presentation) who 
contributed to their understanding. There will be diagrams, line drawings and halftones 
to implement the excellent condensation of a mass of material- of particular value for 
school and home reference. (LC:58-8294) 


Armour, Richard | ir McGraw-Hill 


NIGHTS WITH ARMOUR $2.95 


More light-light verse from a nimble pen ambles pleasantly through stock themes- 
husband-wife, children, domesticity, work and office, the world outside, etc. Facile, 
rather than acrobatic rhyming, terminal twist humor, random observings, and a friendly 
—o make these pleasant, companionable. Illustrated with line drawings. (1C0:58- 
7410 


Hawkins, Maude M. Regnery * 
A.E. HOUSMAN; MAN BEHIND A MASK $6.00 


Many people already know that Housman's presumably very revealing autobiography 
will be published in 1959. Prior to its appearance, Miss Hawkins has produced a portrait 
of the poet in which the much bruited about question of his homosexuality is dealt with 
openly and definitively- with his brother Lawrence's blessing and corroboration. To many, 
it will seem the least interesting thing about Housman- this long and unreturned affection 
for a university classmate. About a third of the book explains Housman's strict, Victorian 
family background, his devotion to his mother, his seeming acceptance of all the conventions, 
and the torment his idiosyncrasy caused him. In a word, here is another example of a 
Proust, Gide, or Wilde, but the problem seems dated by present-day attitudes toward it. 
Perhaps the book's greatest failure- in spite of the considerable research on which it is 
based- is its lack of literary insight and appreciation. Certainly those who have sensed 
the rare lyrical beauty of his poems, their nostalgia for youth and the bitter-sweetness of 
love, will have gained few perceptions about the man who wrote them beyond this clinical 
aspect of his life. (1C:58-6752) 


Carse, Robert Rinehart 
BLOCKADE $5 -00 


Robert Carse has often previously taken the sea as a setting in both fiction and 
non-fiction. This account is "a personal history of some of the people whose lives were 
concerned greatly with the blockade during the Civil War." The blockade stretched for more 
than 3500 miles from Alexandria on the Potomac along the sweep of the Atlantic coast to 
the Florida capes and across the Gulf of Mexico to the mouth of the Rio Grande. Many of the 
blockade runners were "Old (federal) Navy" men who had joined the Southern cause immediately € 
~ James Morris Morgan, John Wilkinson; others were Royal Navy masters who, for one reason 
or another, saw it to their advantage to take part in the dangerous but lucrative game, 
and one mentioned, Tom Taylor, was a Liverpool shipping clerk who found excitement and 
pleasure and money in this type of warfaring. The runners carried arms, supplies and money 
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into Charleston, Savannah, Wilmington and Smithville,and returned with cotton, 
refugees and ex-patriots to England, Nassau, Bermuda and Havana. They were handsome- 
ly rewarded for this but many of them were men who would have found adventure any- 
where, for example, the Englishman, Augustus Charles Hobart-Hampton who, after the 
war, became an admiral in the service of the Ottoman Empire. For whatever their 
reasons, the hazards of slipping through patrolled waters were always great and 
demanded gallantry, daring and highly developed seamanship. This account, amply 
documented, does justice to those men and events. (LC:58-5204) 


April 28 


Sondel, Bess World 
THE HUMANITY OF WORDS: 4 Primer of Semantics $4.00 


Semantic terminology is explained here with an analysis of the contributions 
of authorities, Ogden and Richards, Korzybski and Charles Morris. It points the way 
to objective communication as against self-expression. The field theory of commni- 
cations and personality is endorsed by the author and presents analytic methods for 
sender or recipient of communications. Sometimes jargon obscures meaning from a 
layman point of view. It will probably appeal to the semantic circuit which embraces 
Stuart Chase. (10:58-5775) 


April 30 


Molnar, Maria Harper 
LOVE WITH PAPRIKA $3.50 


| This memoir of the months Marika Molnar spent with her Granny- "on the 
land"- a large feudal estate near Budapest, is filled with spirit- and sentiment- and 
the many relatives- largely titled, servants and peasants and gypsies who came under 
the suzerainty she often shared with Arpad- her counselor as well as coachman. It 
is Arpad who teaches Gabor, her lovesick cousin, to dance- and to court with confi- 
dence the girl he loves, while several other romances are determined here. The 
girls' governess- the faithful Fraulie- leaves, to be replaced by a French Mlle. who 
flirts outrageously with everyone- until she marries their Uncle Sigmund. The young 
Countess Valerie, having fallen critically ill, also falls in love with the young 
doctor who saves her life, defies her mother's disapproval and elopes with hin. 
Marika herself is not immune- and the violinist Ferenc wins her heart as she closes 
this chapter of her youth.... The still untroubled years of the '30's, and a festive, 
elegant household lend an attractive background to this reminiscence, and it is 
effervescent and engaging. (LC:58-7972) 


Vaeth, Gordon Harper 
GRAF ZEPPELIN $4 .00 


This well written and exciting book combines the story of the now extinct 
German dirigibles, the Zeppelins, with the biography of their greatest commander 
and enthusiast, Hugo Eckener. Eckener's interest in airships was roused in 1899 
when, a doctor of psychology and a publicity writer, he met Count Zeppelin, then de- 
veloping dirigible balloons. Eckener caught Zeppelin's enthusiasm, made flights and 
became an authority on aeronautics, helping develop the war-dirigibles of World War I. 
Although most of the war and post-war dirigibles came to a bad end, the Graf Zeppelin, 
Germany's post-war pride, which Eckener helped build and which he commanded, was a 
success, making many transatlantic crossings, a non-stop flight over Siberia and 
giving rise to America's "Zeppelin fever" of the late 1920's. She was, however, 
vulnerable and in constant danger from air currents and fire, for America refused to 
release helium to Germany and she was inflated with hydrogen gas. Her successor, the 
giant Hindenburg, (which Eckener never commanded and which bore the Swastika, an 
emblem he hated,) was the last of the Zeppelins, going down in flames at her landing 
mast in Lakehurst, N.J., after her first transatlantic crossing,and with her perished 
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35 of the 98 persons on board, Nazi hopes of commercial dirigibles, and Eckener's life 
enthusiasm. Well written and of absorbing interest, this is a book for all flying en- 
thusiasts and students of aeronautics from Icarus to Sputnik, and also for devotees of 
authentic adventure and personal achievement. It should find a place on the shelves of a 
scientific and public libraries. 32 pp photographs - index. (LC:58-6174) 


April ?? 


Joy, Charles Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
AFRICA: A HANDBOOK FOR TRAVELERS $3.50 


Explicitly defined, this is a handbook to every country and all the adjacent 
islands (some 62) on the African continent, for the tourist, the businessman or the 
official planning a trip. It does not include background material, information about 
sites (though there are occasional points of interest ), restaurants, or data obtainable 
at hotel desks or travel agencies. Country by country, this lists the approaches, hotels, 
and places to secure information,and format-wise (judging by the print) one may assume it 
will be as compact as information-wise it is concise. (LC:58-6772) 


Krueger, Karl on Scribner 
THE WAY OF THE CONDUCTOR ¥ |\- $3.95 


This modest and unassuming book, purportedly an apology for- and explanation of- 
the role of the modern symphony conductor, turns out to be a singularly interesting ac- 
count of the historical development of the modern orchestra. With excellent historical 
and biographical insights, it traces the rise from plain song, the era of the "figured 
bass", the cembalo, to the first real symphonic groupings of Monteverdi and Handel and 
the further development of this amazing instrument into the orchestra of Beethoven, 

Wagner and Berlioz. Some of the enlightening things Krueger has to say about the conductor 
are grouped at the beginning and end of the book, and his role- and requisites for that 


role- are clearly defined.... Without writing down to a popular level, this is a book 
that can be enjoyed by the amateur who will find his perceptions stimulated while not over- o 
taxed. The growing interest in music today should widen the market. (LC:58-7522) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
Page 
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BGOKS FOR VYOURHG PEOPLE 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Simon, Norma Abelard -Schuman 
THE DADDY DAYS Cloth; $2.50 


* Daddy days are weekend days. .. zenith of most young children's calendar. 
We share a weekend with Peter and Amy and their father, raking leaves, going to the 
library, having a haircut and being aides-de-camp as Father does his chores. Artist 
Abner Graboff celebrates with bold primary colors and exuberant illustrations. A 
gay book shares a universal experience -- a frolic with father. (Publ. LC:58-5201) 


Friskey, Margaret Children's Press 
MYSTERY OF THE GATE SIGN Cloth; $2.50 


* This little picture story book should find its most appreciative audience 
among first and second graders who have some mastery of reading. It telis of three 
little rabbits, Rackety Rabbit and his two quiet brothers, Hush and Shush. Rackety 
went off to learn something. When he came to a garden patch he saw lettuce, peas 
and beans -- then he knew what the signs above them said. But there was a frisky 
puppy there. (Dogs can spoil everything for a rabbit.) Hush and Shush put Rackety's 

+ reading prowess to the test when they asked him what the big sign at the gate said. 
Rackety wasn't sure. Through the fence he went, and there he found a giraffe and a 
lion in a cage. So he decided the sign said Africa. Hush and Shush tried guessing 
too. But nobody knew -- until Rackety sounded out the letters. It said Zoo -No Dogs. 
Then Rackety, Hush and Shush decided to go inside to nibble. For the young reader 
who can sound out the signs, this will be great sport -- outguessing the rabbits. 
Katherine Evan's illustrations are beautifully designed animal fantasies in verdant 
patterns. Firmly stitched. (Publ.) 


Williams, Garth Harper 
THE RABBITS' WEDDING Cloth; $2.50 
Library Edition; $3.25 


* Here is a large, mistily, delicately beautiful fantasy about two frolicking 
rabbits. They loved to spend all day playing together -- Hide and Seek, Find the 
Acorn and Race Around the Blackberry Bush. But often the little black rabbit sat 
down and looked sad- When the little white rabbit asked what was the matter the 
black rabbit always said he was "just thinking". When the little white rabbit found 
what he was wishing for, he no longer looked sad. They had a rabbit wedding and all 
the forest folk attended. The illustrations have the subtle hazy quality often 
found in Chinese screen paintings. The scale of the pictures makes it ideal to show 
at a story circle -- where the back row can see too. (4/16. LC:58-5285) 


Klein, Leonore | Scott 
BRAVE DANIEL Cloth; $2.25 
eS * One day when a fierce lion growled at brave Daniel, the brave boy growled 


right back. (Of course the lion was in a cage at the zoo.) Brave Daniel also 
captured a giant. Giant butterfly, that is. And once he jumped into the water to 
save a life. His kitten had fallen into the bathtub. He put out seven fires at 
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once -- the candles on his birthday cake. Illustrator John Fischetti makes the most of 
Daniel's derring-do with the same inventive exaggeration of his subject. We think the 
story circle will vote Daniel their favorite coward. Junior Literary Guild. (3/3. LC: 


58-552 ) 


Schlein, Miriam Scott 
THE BIG CHEESE Cloth; $2.95 


* Such a beautiful, mellow round cheese was fit only for their king agreed the 
farmer hero and his wife. How the farmer wheels his offering in a barrow to the palace 
and how the swineherd, assorted travelers and palace menials deplete the truly superior 
cheese takes the reader on a charming journey with scenery brilliantly supplied by artist 
Joseph Low. A rushing stream, a palace door, a peasant's pride and a monarch's noblesse 
oblige unfold with bold imagery. A charming once-upon-a-time picture book temptingly 
presented. Firmly stitched. Junior Literary Guild. (3/3. LC:57-9714) 


Scott 


Webber, Irma E. 
IT LOOKS LIKE THIS Cloth; $2.00 

* A revised edition with new illustrations by the author. Report repeated from 
a 1949 Bulletin: "This is sub-titled A Point of View Book and the level of interest lies 
on the margin between Picture Story books and Books to Read Aloud. Certainly it has to 
be used by an adult with a fairly advanced four to six year old. It is an interesting 
idea and in simple and concrete terms presents a basic principle. Four mice live in four 
parts of the barn and see the other occupants of the barn from four angles,- front, side, 
rear and top. Front mouse is sure his view is right; side mouse is convinced his is 
right; back mouse thinks there is no other view; and high mouse is certain they are all 
wrong. Then comes the cat, and they happen to be together and see the cat from each angle, 
and learn that it all depends on how they look at it." (3/3. LC:58-5528) 


Williams, Gweneire. scott 
TIMID TIMOTHY Cloth; $2.50 


* Timid Timothy was, in fact, a coward. The little kitten was known far and wide 
as Fraidycat. But his mother taught him a trick or two -- to arch his back and make his 
fur stand on end and say -- S-s-s-s-t. Timid Timothy took his first flier at being brave 
in the toy shop where the stuffed elephant and the stuffed lion didn't eat him. But when 
Timothy tried his stuff against a pack of bees his mother taught him an even more important 
lesson -- not to look for trouble. This, like many other Weisgard-illustrated books is a 
miniature triumph of animal characterization. Unalloyed catnip for the younger readers or 
hearers. A new edition of an irresistible tale. Firmly stitched. (3/3) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Marks, John Knopf 
SPANISH FAIRY TALES Cloth; $3.00 


Around the world fairy tales have stock characters. Only the names change. 
Here are ten Spanish tales of peasants, princes and princesses changed through an evil 
spell into lower creatures. Here too are seven-headed dragons, magic boxes bequeathed 
by dying travellers to those who give them succor. The setting is Spanish -- but through 
failure of either the telling or the stories themselves, very little which is uniquely 
Spanish is communicated. Nor do the illustrations by Roberta Moynihan make up for this lack. 


(4/21. LC:58-5353) 
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Buckmaster, Henrietta Scribner 
LUCY AND LOKI $2.50 


* Lucy was a cat who so worshipped her big dog friend, Loki, that she 
emulated him in everything. This is a warm intimate close-up story of hero-worship 
a-borning -- when Lucy witnesses how Loki scares three dogs away from their home. 
Barbara Cooney's illustrations of the devotion between the two are the kind that 
children love - funny, cozy, lovingly detailed. Lucy looks after Loki, cat-fashion, 
licking his paws and acting as general valet. And Loki's tail provides a comforter 
for their fireside naps. The horrendous day when admirer lucy fell into the bath- 
water with Loki makes for splendid pictures. Lucy proves her prowess at the happy 
ending when she too frightens the three big dogs. Delightful for reading aloud. 
(3/12. Lc:58-5062) 


Leach, Maria World 
THE RAINBOW BOOK OF AMERICAN FOLK TALES AND LEGENDS Cloth; $4.95 


* Here is a cornucopia of carefully culled material with richly varied ar- 
rangements of factual elements, .«.i.e., state flowers, birds and nicknames, and a re- 
warding group of stories about legendary, regional and national myths; Pecos Bill, 
Paul Bunyan and Casey Jones and others lesser-known. The illustrations, some in 
color, by Marc Simont are exuberant. There are bad-man legends, tall tales and a 
few excellent Indian legends. Occasionally the telling could have more luster -- 
but on the whole this is a superior and delightful way to instill a feeling of 
respect and affection for the invincible American spirit. The text and the whole 
book are large scale, in keeping with the topics. It has a high wide and handsome 
air about it which children should find exciting. (3/17. LC:57-7405) 


EASY READING 


I Want to Be Books Children's Press 
(Publ. ) Cloth; $2.00 ea. 


- Greene Carla - I WANT TO BE A STOREKEEPER - David is a small boy whose 
initial efforts at proprietorship sre confined to selling blueberries. David meets 
Mr. Brown a real storekeeper who explains in an easy text how he gets the things he 
sells, where they come from and how he serves his customers. For children in primary 
grades who are playing store in the classroom along with number work, this could be 
of interest. Illustrations are unexciting representational drawings in color by 
Frances Eckhart. 


Greene, Carla- I WANT TO BE A POSTMAN- The particular emphasis here is on 
the small town postoffice operation, as seen through the friendship between a small 
boy and Postman Bill, who brings the exciting news that there is to be imminent de- 
livery of some baby ducks. Hank- like many of his age-'decides he too will be a 
letter carrier, and he finds out lots of things about the postal service. There is 
enough of other types of postal service- R.F.D., Parcel Post, etc.,to make this a 
rounded initial reading experience, scaled for beginner interests and abilities. 
Illustrated by Katherine Evans in postery style. 


Greene, Carla- I WANT TO BE A ROAD BUILDER- Beth and Jim don't want to move 
away from their farm. And they don't have to because giant machines come to build a 
road which will make their home accessible to town. Graders and rollers and a great 
road-builder pave their way to a happy ending. Spirited illustrations are by Irma 
and George Wilde. 


Greene, Carla- I WANT TO BE A TELEPHONE OPERATOR- The youngest dialers will 
find a favorite phenomenon explained here in the capsule story of Dick and Katy who 
think their father will be surprised with the new telephone at their house -- a dial 
phone to replace an older model. The children visit the telephone company and there 
they watch the operators at work. Daddy surprises Katy with a long distance telephone 
call. Mary Gehr has made a bright simple layout with warm strong colors to add to an 
attractive text. These four additions to an intelligently presented series make 
informative initial reading well planned to supplement school studies. 
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True Books Children's Press 
Publ. Cloth; $2.00 ea. 


* Carter, Katherine- THE TRUE BOOK OF OCEANS- Here is a very beautiful small book = 
with handsome patterned illustrations to keep the reader turning pages. The text is the 
essence of simplicity: it explains for the younger reader tides and currents, the ocean's 
surface and its floor, the kinds of life found there. It names the oceans of the world 
and artfully juxtaposes half tone seascapes with brilliantly colored studies of sponges 
and seaweed. Pictures and text are both superior. 


Posell, Elsa- THE TRUE BOOK OF DESERTS- Delia Goetz's Deserts and The Arctic 
Tundra (Morrow) are excellent for 3rd and 4th grade social studies, while this book could 
be used as a primer for beginning readers. It is not quite as satisfactory in its orga- 
nization as The True Book of Oceans, however, for the kinds of deserts seem to fall too 
specifically into two types,- the frozen tundras, with the wild life that can survive 
there, and the extreme opposite, the sandy wastes of the Sahara. It is not made suffi- 
ciently clear that our own deserts of the Southwest afford quite different factors, and 
that many of the flora and fauna described are much more characteristic of the American 
deserts than of the others. Carol Rogers' woodcuts are particularly successful in black 
and white; the color reproductions seem less effective. 


Ave Bendick? deanne~ McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
HAVE A HAPPY MEASLE Cloth; $2.50 


* The mumpy or measley sick-a-bed can console himself with this books of do's and 
don'ts for a speedy recovery. His itching chum with chicken pox can also find this an 
infectious tonic. Jeanne Bendick's pictures of spotted and lumpy little patients and the 
accompanying stories and verses about a mermaid who caught cold when her tail dried out, 
and the knight who couldn't raise his visor when he had mumps, should coax a smile from 
the most dispirited convalescent. A wonderful gift item too for the child with a fracture, 
for it counsels. .. “bones are not like glass or dishes. They can't be fixed with glue 3 
and wishes." A real cure-all. (3/6. LC:58-7411) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN - FICTION 


Coombs, Charles Lantern 
YOUNG ATOM DETECTIVE $2.75 


A relatively easy reading mystery solves the disappearance of missing radio- 
isotopes stolen from Oceanview College, where Eddie Taylor's father was a professor 
engaged in secret research. Then important plans disappeared. Mr. Ross, father of Teena, 
Eddie's chum, felt responsible for their loss. Following clues which they find at the 
boat dock the children bring the thieves to justice. Illustrated with skillful black and 
white drawings by Geoffrey Dean Lewis, this gives some grounding on atomic energy through- 
out the chase. (3/12) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN - NON-FICTION 


Carlson, Bernice Wells Abingdon 
MAKE IT AND USE IT $2.50 


A compendium of handcraft projects -- few of them wholly new - using crepe 
paper, papier mache, pipe cleaners, cardboard and foodstuffs -- instructs the reader on 
how to make doll furniture, games, wastebaskets, marshmallow men, cookie corsages, wren 
houses and bird feeders, etc. In some cases the objects to be made and the procedures 
suggested are creative and useful. In others, the methods are static and the process 
adds up to "busy work." We think the result within the child would be reliance on the a 
book -- or instructor -- rather than development of his own imagination, creativity or 
inventiveness. Illustrated in black and white by Aline Hansens. (3/10) 
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Cassell, Sylvia Harper 
BACK YARD ADVENTURE $2.50 


The urban youngster who feels the call of the wild should be able to 
improvise some happy hours in his own back yard -- where, with Sylvia Cassell's 
guidance,he can be a city slicker and a leatherstocking at the same time. The very 
elementary procedures for building a fire, cooking simple fare, constructing a tin 
can stove and building a fire in a wheelbarrow are explained here for the unini- 
tiated. The author includes equipment suggestions for camping out and outlines a 
number of simple competitive games for small or large groups relying on inexpensive 
equipment --from giant tin can stilts to skittles. Locum rusticity --home-style. 
(4/30 LC:58-5842 ) 


First Book Series Franklin Watts 
3/17 $1.95 ea. 


Hoke, Helen- THE FIRST BOOK OF TROPICAL MAMMALS- Natural history on a 
basis of particular habitat, this presents competently some 29 animals of the tropics. 
Many are familiar, but there were some new ones to this reader- the chevrotain, the 
murine opossum, the loris, tarsier, spotted cuscus and binturong. There are capsule 
studies covering their life cycles and habits, and Helene Carter's informed and de- 
ay drawings enhance what might be a rather sparsely simple text. (3/17. LC: 58- 
5165 


4/2? 


* Streatfeild, Noel- THE FIRST BOOK OF ENGLAND- Wisely, Noel Streatfeild has 
not attempted in brief compass to give youngsters a tabloid history, but rather she 
has attempted- and in large measure succeeded- in conveying something of the feel of 
England and its people. From coronets to crumpets the England of homes and tradi- 
tions comes across, engagingly, succinctly: her mores and points of view,her abbeys 
and institutions, her way of life and forms of government, her games and holidays 
and schools. And specifically her great figures in history and literature and the 
arts and the world scene, from Boadicea to Winston Churchill. A jolly goodwill 
builder, which is sorely needed. Gioia Flammenghi's heavy line drawings, with their 
humorous cartoon quality, give individuality all their own to the text. 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Lynch, Patricia Criterion 
SHANE COMES TO DUBLIN $3.50 


Young wayfarer Shane, searching for his Uncle Tim, finds shelter with the 
kindly O'Clery family in Dublin. Where had Uncle Tim disappeared to? The missing 
uncle appears at a time of crisis for the O'Clerys as their book shop burns and 
Tim rescues their daughter. This is a turgid tale -- with the ghost of Jonathan 
Swift reappearing, and the pace makes a dirge of the whole. (3/21. LC:58-5902) 


Daringer, Helen Fern Harcourt, Brace 
A FLOWER OF ARABY $3.00 


A torpid 13th century tale centers on the friendship between English Meg, 
daughter of Sir John Humphreys, who lives in a Crusader castle in Syria, and Mirian, 
daughter of an eminent Syrian scholar. When the news came that her family was to 
return to England to lay claim to their manor house at Greenacres, her joy was 
lessened at the thought of leaving Miriam. Before departure Miriam proved a true 
friend, for she helped Meg and her family to escape massacre as resentment in the 
villagers against the family came to a crisis. (3/12. 1C:58-5706) 
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Hogarth, Grace Allen Harcourt, Brace 
AS A MAY MORNING $3.00 


* Many of the universal dilemmas of adolescence are recognizable in the story of 
seventeen-year-old Jenny MacArthur, and the problems her friendship with an American 
Exchange student, Ben, brought to the London apartment where her family lived. Jenny 
was sure she loved Ben and because of her romance insisted that her parents allow her to 
apply for a scholarship to Vassar. Jenny's mother worked and at first her parents 
refused. Then when they reassessed the situation her father became more assertive and 
found more lucrative employment to make it possible. But, like many mercurial teen- 
agers, Jenny changed her mind and realized that Ben's attentions would not be restricted 
to her alone when he returned to his homeland, America. (3/12. LC:58-5709) 


Stolz, Mary Harper 
SECOND NATURE $2.95 


A first person recitalby Anne Rumson, of her senior year in high school; of her 
friends, the young and miserably unhappily married high school pair, June and Denny, sub- 
sisting on niggardly wages with June's family; of the relatives in the big old house who 
are all the family Anne has -- Aunt Ann, the wispy, dependent, annoying leaner who has 
retreated from life in the house, Aunt Florence, the efficient organized mainstay, hap- 
pily married to Uncle George. Anne's thorny encounter with first love tosses her, for 
Brendon leaves Anne behind in his pursuit of her best friend Elaine, motherless daughter 
of Mr. Rowan. This is a slice-of life, a short story prolonged to the breaking point, 
reminding us of Mary Stolz' prowess in vignettes yet leaving something to be desired in 


sustained interest. (4/30. 1¢:58-5289) 


Lippincott, Joseph Wharton Lippincott 
OLD BILL, THE WHOOPING CRANE “Y $3.00 


Old Bill, the whooping crane, becomes a real creature in the reader's mind as 
his story progresses. The tough old bird was one of the treasured few of his kind left. 
And only the alertness of a warden saved him from predatory Al -- a vicious poacher. 
There is a December-May romance here as Old Bill meets and mates a young female, though 
he has many competitors among younger males. . The faithful pair and their migrations to 
and from Canada and Texas reach a crisis when Al, released on bail, tries his luck again. 
This time, Al's gun explodes and he has a heart attack. His health broken, Al is rehabi- 
litated through constructive work -- this time as photographer of birds and protector of 
them on the game preserve. Dependable natural history with a conservation angle. (4/23. 


LC :58-8678) 


Bennett, Eve Messner 
CONCERNING CASEY $2.95 


A family and community story centers about seventeen year old Casey, daughter 
of a newspaper editor. First the marriage of her elder brother, a college student, 
threatened to split the unity of Casey's close-knit family: then her father's crusader 
efforts to clean up Tom Town, a deteriorating section of their community, brought the 
family under powerful pressure from influential local powers. Casey finds romance and 
settles her future vocation when Mike, the youngest member of the Redd family, is seriously 
ill and she resolves to be a nurse. A number of threads here result in a disorganized 
effect. Characterization is so superficial that it adds to the unintegrated character of 


the book. (4/? LC:58-7259) 


Freer, Marjorie Mueller Romance for Young Moderns ~ Messner 
TOURS BY TERRY $2.95 


Terry Talbot upon graduation from high school agreed with the poet whose "heart 
was in Cathay". At the Sphere Travel Agency, the girl from Middle Haddam, Connecticut 
enjoyed vicariously the tours of the agency's patrons. Nearer horizons proved exciting 
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too -- with Rob Caulins, Wesleyan student, Blick Henderson, a chum's brother, and 
free lance writer artist Jim Barclay to squire her on historical and sight seeing 
excursions. Terry's career reached its zenith when her initiative brings her a 
chance to be a tour guide and choose between the three men in her life. Light 
romance and vocational fun with few obstacles. Harmless and pleasant. (4/?. LC: 


58-6013) 


Wyndham, Lee romance for Young Moderns - Messner 
DANCE TO MY MEASURE . $2.95 


The family move to the Victorian house in Riverdale, New York, overlooking 
the Hudson, furthered Shelley Andrews' hope to become a ballet dancer. It meant 
she could study at the Theatre Art High School. Shelley is admitted after a competi- 
tive audition. Once enrolled, her drive carries her over many hurdles; an infatua- 
tion with fickle, opportunistic Paul Stoddard, a boy who tries to trade on Shelley's 
knowledge of choreography to gain the convertible his mother promised him for success; 
a cumulative clash of wills with supercilious Astrea who accuses Shelley of plagiar- 
izing an original dance; and finally her decision to forget the bitterness left in - 
Paul's wake to share her social life with Craig- the worthwhile would-be producer 
she meets during a season of summer theatre. A vocational story of one art form, 
well-paced. (4/27. LC:58-6018) 


Paschal, Nancy Westminster 
PORTRAIT BY SHERYL $2.95 


There's a pleasant, small-town background to the story of Sheryl Lane, 
who comes to Blair City, after her grandfather's death, to manage the photographic 
studio for her grandmother. Mrs. Lane is no business woman and Sheryl's responsi- 
bilities become more difficult when Hugh Loftin, the young man whom her grandfather 
had trained in photography, sets up a competing studio a few doors away. Then the 
bus line which is all-important to Mrs. Lane's tenants in the multiple dwelling, 
antiquated house she owns, switches its route. Sheryl convinces Mrs. Lane that the 
solution is to accept tenants with children. Together they resolve the financial 
difficulties and Sheryl finds romance with Kim Roberts, a local swain. Light and 
readable. (4/14. Lc:58-5128) 


Summers, James L. Westminster 
SONS OF MONTEZUMA $2.95 


This fictional account of Private Jack Ransome's participation in the war 
of 1812 places him with Company F, Sixth Infantry, under General Winfield Scott. 
With heavy emphasis on strategy, tactics and authentic background, it is pain- 
staking reading with an appeal for boys very much steeped in the subject. It is 
laboriously exact in its recital of the siege of Vera Cruz and the battle of Cerro 
Gordo which led up to the crisis which undermined Mexican dictator Santa Ana. 
(4/14. LC:58-6119) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Hughes, Langston Dodd, Mead 
FAMOUS NEGRO HEROES OF AMERICA $3.00 


Langston Hughes, the distinguished poet, pays tribute to a number of 
American Negroes in our national story. There are salutes to Crispus Attucks, leader 


of the "Boston Massacre", killed by British fire; Esteban, the Negro who left Mexico 
City under the leadership of a Franciscan monk, in search of the Seven Cities of 
Cibola; Paul Cuffe, the one-time whaler whose travels to Africa convinced him the 
dark continent could offer refuge to American Negroes -- though others of his race 
demurred; Jim Beckwourth, the mulatto adventurer who was for a time member of the 
Blackfoot tribe. In the culminating story of the struggle to be equal many valiant 
men and women have brought their race and their nation forward. With integration 

a focus of national interest, this book seems an intelligent reference. (4/28) 
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Olan, Ben-Fd. Hart 
BIG TIME BASEBALL $1.00 


A pastiche of human interest, personality sketches, facts and figures, stunts & 
and blunders, jokes and quizzes, drawings and photographs of baseball heroes, this should 
appeal to all the bleacher fans. Unfortunately thé paper binding precludes its accept- 
ance by libraries, but as merchandise, it should have many takers. (Publ. ) 


Freeman, Mae Blacker Random House 
THE STORY OF ALBERT EINSTEIN $2.95 


A well-realized portrait of a man who was a legend in his own lifetime, this 
follows the fate of the child no teacher had understood. His was a life of paradoxes -- 
exceptional in its successes and failures, in its recognition and persecution. When 
Einstein's theories had been put to the test and universities vied for his services, he 
disdained the protection from religious persecution in Germany which his prestige might 
have afforded him -- chose rather to ally himself with his religious community. The boy 
who had been a failure in school submitted to President Roosevelt the suggestion which 
initiated the atomic bomb. His stormy first marriage ended in divorce. A later marriage 
and his studies and leadership at Princeton brought fulfillment. The story of Einstein 
is brought within the grasp of children through selected facets of his life. With today's 
emphasis on science, it is likely to interest youngsters and the tone is non-technical. 


Illustrated with photographs. (4/22. L¢:58-6200) 


Allen, Agnes Roy 
THE STORY OF SCULPTURE $3.50 


The highspots in the history of sculpture from the Stone Age figures unearthed 
at Brassempouy through the friezes, bas reliefs, busts and monuments of archaic Greece, ie 


of the Parthenon, of Florence, Venice and Rome, as well as Henry Moore's cryptic symbols, 
are traced here. There are drawings, rather poor, and photographs which are superior. 

It is a scholarly book, giving background on the civilizations which produced each type 
of sculpture. The high school student interested in the arts will not go amiss through 
familiarity with these silent but enduring spokesmen -- the David of Michelangelo, the 
Venus de Milo, Hermes by Praxitiles, and Della Robbia's gentle Madonnas. Adults would not 
find the content beneath their interest. (4/7. LC:58-5089) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Seifert, Shirley Lippincott 
DESTINY IN DALLAS $3.95 
q 

Alick Cockrell left his vagrant ways behind in his new life in Dallas of the 
1850's, with his Methody woman wife, Sarah. He hoped to better his town and to enlarge 
his enterprises. But when he brought suit against Andrew Moore, recently elected marshal, 
he made a mortal enemy. Though Alick is shot down by Moore, the little people of the 
town which had held his heart and his work came to give Sarah determination to carry on 
Alick's dreams. Full report on p. 156. (4/30) 


Noyce, Wilfrid World 
THE GODS ARE ANGRY $3.75 


Scholar, poet, mountaineer, Wilfrid Noyce, of Everest fame, cinches the interest 
of armchair mountaineer readers in his novel with its first hand knowledge of his subject. 
An expedition sets out to answer the challenge of the sacred mountain, Changma, in the 
Himalayas. Here are the compulsions that makes mountaineers of men and the costs of that 
compulsion and its rewards. Full report on p. 155. (4/21. LC:58-5780) 
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Almedingen, E. M. Appleton-Century-Crofts 
A VERY FAR COUNTRY $4.95 


This is an enchanting love story which shifts in scene between England 
and Russia, drawn from the "commonplace books" kept by the author's grandmother, 
as well as her letters, journals and marginalia of her Bible. The 19th century 
compassed her life; English born Ellen met and married a Russian, owner of vast 
estates, a literary man. It was a love match,and through the ups and downs of 
incredible wealth and the depth of poverty they were rich in their love. There is 
magic in the telling. Full report on ps 174. (4/25. L0:58-7832) 


Teller, Edward & 
Latter, Albert Criterion 
OUR NUCLEAR FUTURE $3.50 


In terse, grim and highly factual terms, the authors give the physical 
laws and phenomena of modern nuclear science. They emphasize the means by which 
radioactivity is destructive to living organisms and the specific effects that it 
creates. They disclose the risks and biological horrors radioactivity might entail 
through fallout. It warns, alarms and informs. Illustrated. Full report on p. 162. 


(3/21) 


Marsh, John H. & Anson, Charles Lyman Dodd, Mead 
SKELETON COAST $3.50 


Sixty three passengers, officers and crew members of the Dunedin Star were 
marooned off West Africa's Skeleton Coast, a deadly stretch of sand extending 500 
miles to Wavis Bay, after torpedoes hit them. Radio messages alerted Wavis Bay. 
Afraid the ship might break up, the captain sent his passengers ashore by lifeboat, 
remaining with some of the crew aboard ship. Before final rescue by motor convoy 
the deach party almost perished. For devotees of danger tales. Full report on p. 


161. (3/17. ) | 


Pickering, James S. ; Dodd, Mead 
1001 QUESTIONS ANSWERED ABOUT ASTRONOMY $5.00 


An astronomer at the Hayden Planetarium answers questions topically 
arranged and indexed, bringing the sun, moon, planets, meteors and comets, eclipses 
and stars, constellations and galaxies a little closer. An excellent condensation 
of a mass of material, of particular value for school and home reference, with 
diagrams, line drawings and halftones to implement the text. Full report on p. 176. 
(4/28. LC:58-829h ) 


Djilas, Milovan Harcourt, Brace 
LAND WITHOUT JUSTICE $5.75 


As readers of The New Class know, former vice-president of Yugoslavia 
Djilas is highly critical of present Communist states. This first volume of his 
autobiography carries through the time he departed for the university at eighteen. 
He carries his search for the ideal state of justice back to earlier times and 
studies the harsh environment and heroically proud people of the turbulent Monte- 
negro that formed him into a leader of the revolution. Full report on p. 166. 


(4/9. L0:58-8574 ) 
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Wilson, Eugene & 
Bucher, Charles Harcourt, Brace & 
COLLEGE AHEAD! $3.95 


A dean of admissions and a professor of education discuss individual abilities, 
how to investigate colleges, how to apply, "how to discover your strengths and weak- 
nesses and how to match your qualifications to college requirements." Visiting colleges 
(when and what to look for)};college costs - and ways in which they can be alleviated; 
and finally the types of colleges and programs complete a preliminary introduction -- to 
be used with and by students preferably before their senior year. Full report on p. l72. 


(4/22. LC:58-8577) 


Vaeth, Gordon Harper 
GRAF ZEPPELIN $4. .00 


The epics of the zeppelins and the biography of their greatest commander and 
enthusiast, Hugo Eckener contribute to an absorbing book. Eckeney caught Count Zeppelin's 
enthusiasm for the dirigible balloons he was developing when the two met in 1899. He 
became an authority and helped to develop the war-dirigibles of World War I. With the 
holocaust of the giant Hindenberg in New Jersey, the hydrogen-helium hope ended. Full 


report on p. 178. (4/30) 


Weems, John Edward Holt 
THE FATE OF THE MAINE $3.95 


. - is reconstructed from eyewitness reports, numerous documents and court 
inquiry records. The Maine was the first U.S. warship designed by naval architects and 
built in a government shipyard. Less than two hours after the ship went out on her own 
in 1895 she was disabled. Summoned to protect American citizens in Havana, she went 
down after an explosion in the harbor in 1898. Investigating the sinking, the U.S. court 
of inquiry supported the popular view that the explosion was caused externally. But logic 
and the temperance of hindsight made this extremely unlikely. Illustrated. Full report 


on p. 170. (4/21. LC:58-7650) 
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